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For Immediate Release 

American Youth Philharmonic: Inaugural Concert of the 
2008-2009 Season this Sunday, November 9, 2008 

Celebrating the 25th Anniversary of Music Director Luis Haza 
 

Fairfax, VA, November 5, 2008:  The American Youth Philharmonic Orchestras (AYPO) opens its 

44th season with Celebrations on Sunday, November 9, 2008, 3:00pm at George Mason University 

Center for the Arts. The concert celebrates Maestro Luis Haza’s 25th Anniversary with the organization 

and spotlights his many musical attributes and contributions to the community: as an accomplished 

violinist, beloved conductor and dedicated educator. AYPO’s flagship orchestra, the American Youth 

Philharmonic, will be led by guest conductor James Fellenbaum, an alumnus of the program. Luis 

Haza will be featured as solo violinist and narrator. Repertoire will include Beethoven’s Overture to 

Fidelio, Williams’ Schindler’s List for solo violin and orchestra, Britten’s Young Person’s Guide to the 

Orchestra, and Lecuona’s Andalucia Suite. 
 

 “The American Youth Philharmonic Orchestras has served our community for 44 years, 25 of which 

have been under the direction of Maestro Luis Haza,” said Michael Blakeslee, AYPO Board President.  

“This season we will be celebrating his commitment to the art of music and dedication to the education 

of young people. I hope the members of this community will join us in thanking him for his contributions 

to us and to our children.” Luis Haza intends to retire as Music Director of AYPO at the end of the 2008-

2009 season but will remain with the organization until a new Music Director is appointed. 

 
 
 
About AYPO: Recognized as one of the leading orchestral training programs in the nation, the 
American Youth Philharmonic Orchestras (AYPO) provides competitive world-class training and 
performance opportunities for young musicians ages 7 - 21. With nationally recognized conductors, led 
by Luis Haza of the National Symphony Orchestra, a dedicated professional staff, and a host of 
volunteers, AYPO annually selects and trains over 400 of the most talented young musicians from 
throughout the Washington D.C. Metropolitan area. AYPO is the Youth Orchestra in Residence at 
George Mason University’s Center for the Arts and was selected by the Catalogue for Philanthropy as 
“one of the best small nonprofits in the Greater Washington region.” 


