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For Immediate Release 

Inaugural Concert of AYPO’s New Music Director, Daniel Spalding, on June 
6, 2010 

 

Annandale, VA, May 17, 2010:  Daniel Spalding will conduct his inaugural concert as Music Director of the American Youth 

Philharmonic Orchestras (AYPO) on Sunday, June 6, 2010, 3:00pm at George Mason University Center for the Arts in 

Fairfax, Virginia. “Symphony Spectacular” will feature the American Youth Philharmonic performing Wagner’s Rienzi 

Overture and Borodin’s Polevetsian Dances in addition to the American Youth Symphonic Orchestra, conducted by Carl 

J. Bianchi, performing Kabalevsky’s Colas Breugnon Overture and Stravinsky’s Firebird Suite. Tickets are $14 for adults, 

$10 for seniors (62+), $10 for students (including college with ID), and free for ages 5 and under. Tickets are available 

online (www.aypo.org) or at the door. Members of the press should contact Michelle Wallace to reserve media passes: 

mwallace@aypo.org, (703) 642-8051, x.22. Don’t miss this final concert of the season and your chance to see AYPO’s 

new Music Director in action! For concert details visit www.aypo.org. Stay tuned for the 2010-2011 concert season 

schedule! 

 

About Daniel Spalding, AYPO Music Director: Daniel Spalding brings to the podium a versatile and complex musical 

profile. For the past nineteen years, he has led the critically acclaimed Philadelphia Virtuosi Chamber Orchestra (PVCO), 

a professional ensemble dedicated to redefining the classical music experience for the 21st century audience. Spalding 

founded the orchestra in 1991 and, as its Music Director, continues to build upon its strong reputation both nationally and 

internationally. Spalding made his European debut as conductor of the Romanian State Philharmonic and was shortly 

afterwards appointed Principal Guest Conductor, a post he held for seven years. He also appeared with many other 

state philharmonic orchestras throughout Romania, including a national broadcast on state television of the Mahler First 

Symphony with the Ploiesti Philharmonic. These many successes helped bring him to the attention of the eminent 

conductor Sergiu Comissiona, who invited him to be his assistant with the Houston Symphony Orchestra. Spalding 

studied conducting with Dr. Harry Begian at the University of Illinois, with Ferdinand Leitner in Austria at the Salzburg 

“Mozarteum,” in Romania with Mircea Cristescu of the Bucharest Philharmonic, and in Philadelphia with Max Rudolf. 

Daniel Spalding earned B.M.E. and M.M. degrees from Northwestern University with an emphasis in percussion and 

composition. He held teaching positions at several universities, becoming nationally known for his work as an educator, 

conductor, percussionist, and composer. Born in Wichita, Kansas, Daniel Spalding is a member of the Wyandotte Indian 

Tribe of Oklahoma. He currently resides in New Jersey with his wife, the Romanian born concert pianist Gabriela Imreh. 

Please visit www.aypo.org for the complete biography. 

 

About AYPO: Recognized as one of the leading orchestral training programs in the nation, the American Youth 

Philharmonic Orchestras (AYPO) provides competitive world-class training and performance opportunities for young 

musicians ages 7 - 21. With nationally recognized conductors led by AYPO’s new Music Director Daniel Spalding, a 

dedicated professional staff, and a host of volunteers, AYPO annually selects and trains over 400 of the most talented 

young musicians from throughout the Washington D.C. Metropolitan area. AYPO is the Youth Orchestra in Residence at 

George Mason University’s Center for the Arts and was selected by the Catalogue for Philanthropy as “one of the best 

small nonprofits in the Greater Washington region.” 
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