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Honoring
Maestro
Bianchi
Entertainment, Page 8

Beginnings
Of a Budget
News, Page 3

Protecting Land
With a View
News, Page 3

Langley High School
sophomore Laura

Grems will perform in
Generations of Music

gala at Westwood
Country Club on

Sunday, April 3, in
honor of Maestro Carl

J. Bianchi.
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Luxury Design & Build
Great Falls, Virginia
703.421. 7441

Accessories For Home & Garden
Great Falls Center, Great Falls, Virginia

703.759.2825
“Visit us on Facebook”

www.finelandscapes.com
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News
Great Falls Connection Editor Kemal Kurspahic

703-778-9414 or greatfalls@connectionnewspapers.com

By Alex McVeigh

The Connection

A
nn Malekzadeh of Great
Falls is a mother of four,
and has been waiting for
Great Falls elementary

schools to get full-day kindergarten
for a long time.

“This three-year plan is not acceptable. Our chil-
dren have been waiting,” she said. “You read these
studies that all say these kids need to be in school.
They’re reading, they’re writing, they’re doing math.
Great Falls schools have been waiting a long time,
it’s our turn.”

Del. Barbara Comstock (R-34) told Great Falls resi-
dents Thursday at the Great Falls Library that par-
ents have every right to expect full-day kindergar-
ten in all schools.

“It’s not selfish for wanting to get what you pay
for. The schools have been all this time getting the
full amount from the state to allow them to do full
day kindergarten, they just haven‘t decided to dis-
tribute it,” Comstock said. “The money should be
there, they’re getting their allocation.”

Supervisor John Foust (D-Dranesville) said he
agreed that all schools should have full-day kinder-
garten. Thirty-seven Fairfax County elementary
schools do not have full-day kindergarten.

“I can show them within their own budget where
to find $7.5 million in their $2.2 billion budget,” he
said. “It’s there, and it’s absolutely clear from what
we’ve heard from the community that it’s time all
schools have full-day kindergarten.”

THE TOTAL recommended budget by County Ex-
ecutive Anthony H. Griffin for fiscal year 2012 is $6.1

billion, with $3.38 billion of it in general fund dis-
bursements. Foust and Deputy Budget Director Joe
Mondoro met with Great Falls residents to present
the proposed budget last Thursday.

“The word we used repeatedly while making the
budget was ‘stability,’” Mondoro said. “While the
2012 budget does show some improvement over
2011 in terms of revenue and local economies, we’re
not anticipating that improvement is going to con-
tinue, and we’re anticipating the budget staying rela-
tively flat for a number of years.”

There were a number of positive outcomes during
the calendar year 2010, according to the county. The
average number of days to sell a home was 50 days,
as opposed to 71 days during calendar year 2009.
But housing foreclosures increased by 5.8 percent,
from December 2009 to December 2010.

 “We did not have any increase for county employee
compensation, for the third year in a row,” Foust said.
“Schools have gone two years without compensation
increases, but this year their budget includes about
a four percent raise for all employees.”

Ralph Apton, former president of the Great Falls
Citizens Association, said he hoped that they would
see funding to widen Route 7 from Fairfax County
Parkway to the Dulles Toll Road.

The proposed
Fairfax County
General Fund dis-
bursements for
fiscal year 2012.

From left, Fairfax County Deputy Budget Director Joe
Mondoro and Supervisor John Foust (D-Dranesville)
present the proposed county fiscal year 2012 budget
at the Great Falls Library last Thursday.

Beginnings of a Budget
Great Falls
residents
interested in
Full-Day
Kindergarten,
Route 7.
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By Alex McVeigh

The Connection

T
abitha Eagle moved to
Great Falls with her
family in 1967. They

purchased 70 acres of land
along the Potomac River, just
south of the falls themselves. As
the land between them and
Georgetown Pike became more
developed, the family worried
about keeping their property,
preferably in its original state.

“We figured the best way to
get the property off the books
when it came to development
was to start a conservation
easement,” Eagle said. “When
we moved here in 1967, it was
very beautiful with woods
around. As kids we could ride
horses through the forest. But
gradually subdivisions started
coming in.”

THEY DECIDED in 2006 to
protect their land, which had
been subject to rising value and
taxes, as well as proposals from
developers. By placing a conser-
vation easement on the prop-
erty, it would be forever pro-
tected from development, but
also take away most of its mon-
etary value.

“Conservation easements are
a way to make sure we can keep
places green,” said Adam
Draper, director of Land Protec-

tion for the NVCT. “As it gets
harder and harder to keep
space untouched, we’re happy
to work with landowners who
are interested in protecting
their land.”

The family decided to place
the conservation easement on
70 acres in 2006, and earlier
this month they were able to
purchase another five acres of
adjacent land from the North-
ern Virginia Conservation Trust,
who they set up the original
easement with.

The five acres they added,
known as Palisades Rocks, over-
look the Potomac. Whit Field,
vice president of the NVCT, says
preserving the land was impor-
tant in maintaining the river’s
“viewshed,” which is the ele-
ment of a parcel of land that is
visible.

“It’s a high priority viewshed
area. When you’re rafting or
kayaking down the river, you
don’t look up and see a lot of
mansions or houses, which is
why we’ve been working with
landowners to protect the prop-
erties,” Field said. “We’re al-
ways trying to work with those
landowners to preserve the
area.”

The recent arrangement was
different from the NVCT’s usual
procedure, which is to receive

Eagle family adds five acres to
70-acre conservation easement.

Protecting Land
With a View

From left, Ana, Fredette, Charlotte, Ricki, Bryan and
Tabitha Eagle after signing a conservation easement
on 70 acres of their property in Great Falls in 2006.
The Eagles recently purchased an adjacent five acres
of land, which now falls under the same easement.
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See Family,  Page 5

See County Budget,  Page 5
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Opinion

A
fter a recent vote to approve 270
apartments that would be rented to
families with a variety of income
levels, the three members who voted

against it — John Cook (R-Braddock), Michael
Frey (R-Sully) and Pat Herrity (R-Springfield)
— called the project “subsidized luxury hous-
ing” which would compete with the private
sector.

Fairfax County desperately needs a mix of
affordable housing. The county offers a wide
variety of options, from tiny efficiency apart-
ments for a single person that can cost less than
$400 a month including utilities, to
three-bedroom apartments that cost
$1,100 a month for families of four or
more who could earn $100,000 a year.

But there is not nearly enough such housing
available. There are more than12,000 families
or individuals languishing on a waiting list that
could take three years or more. Some families
are waiting in homeless shelters.

This isn’t a case of wanting to spread the
wealth around. This is a serious economic de-
velopment issue.

“Businesses today are seeking young creative
professionals with state-of-the-art technology
skills,” said Gerald Gordon, of the Fairfax
County Economic Development Authority, call-

ing workforce housing and this project in par-
ticular “fuel for the growth of our technology
and other businesses.” These workers often
cannot, at the beginning of their careers, af-
ford to live in Fairfax County.

“Opportunities to live close to where they
work helps employees reduce commute time
and improve their quality of life. And that
translates into a business advantage,” said
Douglas Koelemay of Science Applications In-
ternational Corporation (SAIC).

More than 70,000 households in Fairfax
County have income of less than $50,000 per
year, less than half the area median income
for a family of four, $102,700, according to
the 2008 US Census Bureau’s American Com-
munity Survey,

More than 26,000 households in Fairfax
County have income of less than $25,000 per
year.

Think about it for a minute. If you’re
reading the Connection in newsprint,
chances are that your household has

annual income of more than $200,000 a year.
How can any family survive on less than
$25,000 here?

Fairfax County has the largest number of
renters with what is described as “worst case
housing” in Virginia: More than 12,000 Fairfax
County renter households pay more than 50
percent of their income for housing costs, have
incomplete plumbing facilities and/or live in
severe overcrowding.

Fairfax County is smart to take underused
county-owned property, like the land around
Government Center and other “surplus” prop-
erty to help create more opportunities to ex-
pand lower cost rental apartments.

The biggest boom in the county will come in
the next few years in Tysons Corner, where the
county must engage every creative mechanism
to boost housing opportunities for every in-
come of Tysons worker.

— Mary Kimm,

mkimm@connectionnewspapers.com

In Praise of Workforce Housing
County needs more
affordable housing of
all varieties.

Don’t miss your only opportunity to comment
locally in Northern Virginia on newly drawn
state district lines for Virginia Senate, House
of Delegates and U.S. Congress. The public
hearing is Saturday, April 2, 10:30 a.m. at the
Fairfax County Government Center, Board of
Supervisors Auditorium.

Or travel to Loudoun, the only other North-
ern Virginia hearing, on Thursday, March 31,
7:30 p.m. in the Loudoun County Board Room,

Leesburg.
New districts are on a fast track to approval

in time for summer primary elections.
For more, see http://www.vpap.org/up-

dates/redistricting, and http://
redistricting.dls.virginia.gov and
www.connectionnewspapers.com.

— Mary Kimm,

mkimm@connectionnewspapers.com

Redistricting Maps To Be Released Just after Presstime

Editorials

Most Obvious
Not Considered?
To the Editor:

The latest article about the sep-
tic problem in the Great Falls com-
mercial area [Sewer Under Scru-
tiny, Great Falls Connection, March
16-22] was very informative, but
it didn’t mention if the most obvi-
ous solution is under consider-
ation by the Great Falls Citizens
Association.  I understand that all
the sewage from Dulles Airport
and it’s facilities passes directly
under Great Falls to be dumped in
the Potomac below the aqueduct.
When you stroll to the Park you
can see and smell the concrete
vents along the way.  If Great Falls
has to host the right-of-way for this
sewage, it shouldn’t be much of a
problem to add our business sew-
age to that system.

Of course things that seem ob-
vious to me, rarely make sense to
the committee that is responsible
for the “solution” to a problem.
When we first moved to Great Falls
in the early 80s, I was told that
there was an active committee
working on extending trails be-
tween the Park and the business

center.  I envisioned walking along
Arnon Chapel and Walker Roads
to go shopping, or spending some
time at the library.  School kids
could walk to school eliminating
the SUV and school bus traffic jam
at the school.  When Dominion
Power started clearing the brush
and trees beneath the power lines
along the way, I thought it would
be an easy project to make a trail.
When the County put in the fire
plugs and a water supply line to
selected customers north of us, I
thought that this might be an op-
portunity for a trail.  When gas
lines and FIOS conduit were bur-
ied along the way, it seemed like a
perfect opportunity to have the
contractors provide a trail instead
of restoring the ground to it’s natu-
ral state.  But, it didn’t happen.
Now I read that there is a com-
mittee project to cover the entire
soccer field near the Library with
Astroturf at a great cost and ques-
tionable benefits.  If that same
amount of Astroturf were cut into
3 foot wide strips and rolled out
under the power lines and around
the fireplugs on Arnon Chapel and
Walker Roads, we would all be a
lot healthier.  Even the “Stickman”
who jogs on those roads every day

might be able to use the trail safely,
and throw away that stick.

Gene Phillip
Great Falls

Praising Del.
Comstock
To the Editor:

I am writing to make my fellow
citizens of Fairfax County aware
of the superb job Delegate Barbara
Comstock (R-34) has done for us
in her first term as our delegate to
the Virginia House of delegates.
She has actively participated in the
legislation passed this year as a
sponsor or cosponsor of legislation
dealing with transportation fund-
ing to improve our roads, reform-
ing revenue sharing within the
state that can improve Fairfax
County’s share, enable the educa-
tion goal of expanding our state
institutions of learning, establish
one-time public school teacher
bonuses, provide tax credits to
promote new jobs in high technol-
ogy in the Commonwealth, pro-
mote teleworking to help alleviate
traffic congestion, cosponsored
legislation to require secret ballots

in union elections, and provided
$30 million in aid to modernize
community-based center for the
disabled, among other legislative
measures.

Perhaps just as importantly, she
has kept us, her constituents, bet-
ter informed along the way of
these developing issues and solic-
ited our inputs as they progressed
through the House of Delegates
than any other delegate in my
memory as a voter in Virginia
which dates back to 1968. Clearly,
she has earned our gratitude for
her job superbly done. If you need
more detailed information on her
accomplishments as our represen-
tative, you can find it at
bcomstock@delegatecomstock.com.

John S. Theon
McLean

Letters to the Editor
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Visit These Houses of Worship
Join A Club, Make New Friends, or Expand Your Horizons...

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF VIENNA

450 ORCHARD STREET
VIENNA, VA

703-938-8525
fbcvoffice@verizon.net

www.fbcv.org

Dr. KENNY SMITH,
PASTOR

SUNDAY WORSHIP, 7:45 AM & 11:00 AM
MIDWEEK SERVICES, WED. 7:00 PM

To Highlight Your Faith Community call Karen at 703- 917-6468

1133 Reston Avenue, Herndon, VA 20170
Worship: Sunday, 8:00 A.M. and 11:00 A.M.

Sunday School: 9:30 A.M.

7:45 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Rite I
9:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Rite II

Sunday school/Music: preschool - grade 2
10:25 a.m. Sunday school/Music: grades 3 - 12
11:15 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Rite II
5:00 p.m. Come Just as You Are Contemporary Service

Nursery care provided at 9:00 and 11:15 services

The Rev. James Papile, Rector
The Rev. Jacqueline Thomson

The Rev. Denise Trogdon
703-437-6530

www.stannes-reston.org
1700 Wainwright Dr., Reston

ST. ANNE’S
EPISCOPAL
CHURCH • Reston

Progressive & Welcoming

11321 Beach Mill Road
Great Falls, VA 20165

It’s like coming home

Rev. D. J. Zuchelli, Pastor

smithchapel@verizon.net
www.SmithChapelUMC.com

SMITH CHAPEL UM CHURCH

WORSHIP HOURS SUNDAY: 11:00 AM

bLivingFaith A.M.E. Church

Rev. Dr. Peter G. Taylor, Pastor

“Serving the People of God”

SHERATON RESTON HOTEL

LET US WORSHIP GOD TOGETHER

SUNDAY SCHOOL 9 A.M.
SUNDAY WORSHIP 10 A.M.

703-899-8378 LivingFaith4U.org

Heidi Herbst, DDS
Howard Mitnick, DDS

Nooshin Monajemy, DDS

Sterling, VA

703-444-3710
www.sterlingvasmiles.com

•Bleaching   •Special Needs Patients
•Nitrous Oxide   •Cosmetic Restorations 
•Wi-Fi Available   •IV Sedation Available

Pediatric & General
Dentistry

Gentle Touch Dental Care
For Over 20 Years!

Children love our
entertainment

center with video
games and NEW
pinball machine

LASER procedure for fillings.
Many pediatric patients can be

treated without novocaine!

Monthly
Drawing for

No-Cavity-Club
Winner

News

From Page 3

“Dranesville needs the completion [of Route 7]
between the Fairfax County Parkway to the Dulles
Toll Road, the only part of this road that we still have
a gap of four lanes into six lanes,” he said. “During
rush hour, both directions, it’s absolutely horrendous
for anyone who lives in this general area. I would
hope that any future transportation bond or trans-
portation money include the completion of Route 7
from four to six lanes.”

Foust said the widening of Route 7 is high on the
board’s priority list.

“The new Tysons Corner is not going to work with-
out a widening of Route 7,” Foust said. “It’s going to
go from four lanes each direction, from Tysons’ core
to two in each direction, which will be a disaster.”

THE PROPOSED budget also has a $30 million
positive balance, which there are several options for.
According to the official presentation of the budget
plan, they are: use for employee compensation in-
crease or bonus, increase the general fund transfer
to the Fairfax County Public Schools, reduce the real
estate tax, make up for potential loss in revenue from
the Commonwealth or State authorized revenue
sources or save it for upcoming critical needs in fis-
cal year 2013, among others.

The proposed budget can be found online at
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/budget, and feedback on the
proposed budget can be made at
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/survey/
fy12_budget_comment.htm. The budget will be
adopted April 26.

From Page 3

donated land from landowners
interested in preservation, or by
purchasing it themselves if pos-
sible. For the Palisades Rocks prop-
erty, the NVCT acquired the land
from a third party, then the Eagles
purchased it from them and added
it to their easement.

THE LAND hasn’t been logged
since the 1870s, so most of it is old-
growth forest. It contains portions
of Bull Neck Run, which flows into
the Potomac as well. According to
the NVCT, the property along the
Potomac River Gorge serves as a
habitat for 15 globally rare species
and more than 100 state-rare spe-
cies, as well as 30 different veg-

etation communities.
“We’re driven to protect as much

of this land as we can, once you
destroy woodlands like this, you
can’t get it back,” Eagle said. “It
actually devalues the land, we
could have made money, but it’s
an anathema to our family to see
this type of land developed and di-
vided.”

County Budget Debated in Great Falls

Family Protects Land With a View
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G
reat Falls mom Wendy Hunter
is driven by her passion for
antiquing: She frequents rural
Virginia and beyond hunting

for unique finds. Hunter has recently
brought her love of antiques and shabby
chic decor to Cathy’s Corner gift shop, lo-
cated at 766-C Walker Road, right behind
the Old Brogue.

She calls her collection Wendy’s Window.
It is a collection of vintage antiques, and
shabby chic items.  Shabby chic, a creative
way to give new life to antiques and col-
lectibles that may otherwise have been dis-
carded, is a current vogue trend. Many lo-
cal families decorate with an eclectic style
that includes shabby chic.

“The art of antiquing, like many things,
is a process. Each time you ‘make a find’
you learn something. On one outing I may
focus on fine china and look for the
manufacturer’s markings to determine au-
thenticity. The next time my day may to-
tally be centered around finding that spe-
cial piece of furniture,” said Hunter.

Her love of collecting began at an early
age. “My very first antique was something I

Wendy’s Window Opens
at Cathy’s Corner
A collection of vintage antiques and shabby
chic items on display at Cathy’s Corner.

found in my grandparents’ barn out in
Loudoun County.  I brought it home and
my mom said, ‘Why do you want -that- old
thing?’ Of course that made me want it even
more.  It was an old milking stool that my
grandfather made back in the 1940s. I still
have that old stool.”

A world traveler, Hunter has collected
abroad. “One of my most treasured finds is
a Singer hand crank sewing machine, which
I bought in Australia. In order to get it home
I made the decision not check it as baggage,
as it was so fragile and traveled with it on
my lap. It is a treasure to me because of its
story. It was made in America in the late
1800s but amazingly I found it in Australia.
I presume that the machine arrived in Aus-
tralia by ship many years ago,” said Hunter.

Her passion for textiles and sewing is a
common thread in her life, and her eye into
the past. “I am a quilter and love fabric and
textiles. Antique quilts, artwork and needle-
work are on my list of must-haves.  I have a
collection of reference books that help me
date old fabrics.”

Hunter is looking for items that carry heri-
tage, nostalgia, and prestige. “My most pre-

cious antique is a leather bound,
first edition, copy of Hiawatha
written by Henry Wadsworth
Longfellow in 1855. I also collect
old pharmacy, ink and medicine
bottles. I have learned to date these
bottles by the height of the seam
on the neck of bottle. My oldest
bottle dates between the early to
mid 1800s.”

For Wendy’s Window, fashion-
able gifts, and friendly service stop
by Cathy’s Corner, 766 Walker
Road in Great Falls. Hours of Op-
eration: Monday-Saturday 10:30
a.m.-6 p.m.  and Sunday 1-5 p.m.
Tel: 703-759-4975.

Wendy Hunter, with her children – (from left) Paula, Craig and Jacob -
displays some of the antiques items collected.

News

Wendy’s Window at Cathy’s Corner.
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Attorney/Accountant,
Former IRS Attorney

Admitted to DC, MD, VA & NY Bars

All Types of Federal, State,
Local & Foreign Taxes

Individual • Business
Trusts • Estates • Wills

Amended & Late Returns
Back Taxes • IRS Audits

• Civil Litigation
Business Law • Contracts

Robert Beatson II

703-798-3590 or
301-340-2951

www.beatsonlaw.com

News

Kilmer Middle School students from Great
Falls, Vienna and McLean won first Place in
Division B at the Virginia Science Olympiad
State Tournament held on March 26 at
Randolph-Macon College in Ashland, Va.

The team’s members scored an upset over
top-seeded public and private schools. The
program, in only its second year at Kilmer,
required students’ mastery of 23 technol-
ogy, engineering and science categories such
as anatomy, ornithology, meteorology,
chemistry and fossils, among others.

The Kilmer Middle School Team will now
move forward to represent Virginia in the
27th Annual National Science Olympiad
Tournament held on May 18-21, 2011 at the
University of Wisconsin-Madison. This is the
largest scholastic competition of science and

technology in North America which will
bring 7,000 students, educators and parents
to Madison and feature some of the bright-
est minds in science and engineering at the
high school and middle school levels.

7th and 8th grade team members: Pranav
Balan, Edi Danalache, Jordan Ganley, Alexis
Gillmore, Jaisohn Kim, Chris Liu, Aly
Luckett, Alex Nelson, David Noursi, Vikram
Sardana, Nathaniel Taylor, Arthur Tisseront,
Sasha Trubetskoy, Nate Vollbrecht, Andrew
Zhao and student alternate Ryan Gottwald.

The Kilmer Science Olympiad program is
headed by the following parents: Gabriela
Danalache, Samia Noursi and Julie Kim.

For more information about Science
Olympiad, check out www.Soinc.org.

Kilmer Middle Students Win Science
Olympiad State Tournament

The Kilmer
Middle School
Team will repre-
sent Virginia in
the 27th Annual
National Science
Olympiad Tour-
nament on May
18-21, 2011 at
the University of
Wisconsin-
Madison.

Community News
Freelance

Opportunity
The Connection Newspapers is
looking for one or two writers
to cover one or two news sto-
ries a week. Work with award-
winning editor. On-the-beat
training, nominal pay per story.
Please send resume, letter of
interest to Kemal Kurspahic,
kemal@connectionnews
papers.com.
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TWO POOR TEACHERS
Kitchen and Bathroom  Remodeling

Select your remodeling products from our mobile
kitchen and bathroom showroom and design center!!

Tax Season Special!

(Offer Expires 2/15/11)

$6850
(5x7) Tub Bathroom Remodel:

• Granite countertop
• Porcelain or Ceramic
• Moen Brushed Nickel

• Upgraded Vanity
Fully Insured & Class A Licensed

EST. 1999

Free Estimates www.twopoorteachers.com
703-969-1179

Bringing the Showroom to YOU!!

Patios, Walls,
Walkways, Paver
Driveways & So

Much More

Patios, Walls,
Walkways, Paver
Driveways & So

Much More

Patios, Walls,
Walkways, Paver
Driveways & So

Much More

Patios, Walls,
Walkways, Paver
Driveways & So

Much More

Patios, Walls,
Walkways, Paver
Driveways & So

Much More

Patios, Walls,
Walkways, Paver
Driveways & So

Much More

Patios, Walls,
Walkways, Paver
Driveways & So

Much More

Patios, Walls,
Walkways, Paver
Driveways & So

Much More

Free Landscape
& Hardscape Estimates

Free Landscape
& Hardscape Estimates

Free Landscape
& Hardscape Estimates

Free Landscape
& Hardscape Estimates

Free Landscape
& Hardscape Estimates

2005 Pricing2005 Pricing2005 Pricing2005 Pricing2005 Pricing

Free Japanese Maple Planted
$479 Value with 200 sq. ft. Patio or

Equivalent Hardscape Purchase
with this ad

9023 Arlington Blvd.,
Fairfax, Virginia

2 miles west of I-495 on Rt. 50.
1 mile from I-66 (Vienna Metro)

8:00–7:00 • 7 Days a Week

703-573-5025
www.cravensnursery.com

Million Dollar Pottery Sale
60-75% OFF

Million Dollar Pottery Sale
60-75% OFF

Million Dollar Pottery Sale
60-75% OFF

Se Habla Español • statefarm.com
State Farm Insurance Companies • Home Offices: Bloomington, Illinois

Kyle Knight Insurance Agency, Inc.
11736 Bowman Green Dr. • Reston, VA
703-435-2300 • Across from Reston Town Center

Find out why more people trust State Farm
for car insurance. See if you qualify for
Multi-Car and Multiple Line Discounts.
Call me today.

Send announcements to
greatfalls@connectionnewspapers.com.
Deadline is Thursday for the following
week’s paper. Photos/artwork encouraged.
For additional listings, visit
www.connectionnewspapers.com

THURSDAY/MARCH 31
Burn The Ballroom, Safety Word

Orange and Turtle Recall. 7:30
p.m. Jammin’ Java, 227 Maple Ave.
E., Vienna. jamminjava.com.

John McCutcheon. 8 p.m. Wolf Trap
Foundation for the Performing Arts,
1624 Trap Road, Vienna. Folk singer/
songwriter.$20. www.wolftrap.org.

FRIDAY/APRIL 1
The Virginia Opera: Puccini’s

“Madama Butterfly.” 8 p.m. at
George Mason University Center For
The Arts Concert Hall, 4400
University Drive, Fairfax. $48-$98.
888-945-2468 or www.tickets.com.

“The Glass Menagerie” by Tennessee
Williams. 8 p.m. 1st Stage Theater,
1524 Spring Hill Road, McLean. $15-
$25. 703-854-1856 or
www.1ststagetysons.org.

The Guggenheim Grotto and Galen
Curry at 7 p.m., and Mista Hyde,
Shux, Twizm and Nooky Beats at
10 p.m. Jammin’ Java, 227 Maple
Ave. E., Vienna. jamminjava.com.

Meadowlark Amphibian Hike. 7
p.m. Meadowlark Botanical Gardens,
9750 Meadowlark Gardens Court,
Vienna. Lakes provide a good habitat
for frogs and toads to lay eggs. Join a
naturalist on a walk to see which
amphibians are active at Meadowlark.
Free.  Reserve at 703-255-3631.

“The Shadow Box.” 7:30 p.m. James
Lee Community Center, 2855
Annandale Road, Fall Church. The
Providence Players of Fairfax,

Generations of Music Gala
The American Youth Philharmonic Orchestras (AYPO)
celebrates twenty years of Maestro Carl J. Bianchi at its
annual fundraiser, the Generations of Music Gala, on
Sunday, April 3, 6 p.m. at the Westwood Country Club,
800 Maple Ave. East in Vienna. The gala includes food,
live music provided by AYPO ensembles, and more. All
proceeds from this event support for AYPO programs
and the Scholarship Fund. Tickets are $85 student/
alumni, $100 single, and $950 table of ten.
www.aypo.org or 703-994-9585.

Entertainment

directed by Barbara Gertzog. One day
in the life of three families, each with
a family member living with terminal
illness. $18 adults, $15 seniors and
youth. providenceplayers@cox.net or
703-425-6782.

Langley High School and Saxon
Stage present “2011 Student
Directed One-Act Plays.” 7 p.m.
Langley High School, 6520
Georgetown Pike, McLean. A
sampling of one-act plays, directed by
LHS theatre students. “Finding the
Sun” by Edward Albee, “Bang, Bang
You’re Dead” by William
Mastrosimone, “Self-Defence Against
Fresh Fruit” by Monty Python, and
five original works. $5.
www.saxonstage.com or una@cox.net

2011 Season Opening Day. 10 a.m.-
4:30 p.m. Claude Moore Colonial
Farm at Turkey Run, 6310 Old
Georgetown Pike, McLean. Open
Wednesday-Sunday through mid-
December. GateHouse gift shop also
open. $3 adults, $2 children and
senior citizens. Group visits welcome.
Farm memberships available.

www.1771.org
Roger McGuinn. 8 p.m. Wolf Trap

Foundation for the Performing Arts,
1624 Trap Road, Vienna. The former
front man of the Byrds. $27.
www.wolftrap.org.

SATURDAY/APRIL 2
“The Glass Menagerie” by Tennessee

Williams. 2 p.m. and 8 p.m. 1st Stage
Theater, 1524 Spring Hill Road,
McLean. $15-$25. 703-854-1856 or
www.1ststagetysons.org.

Willy Porter at 7 p.m., and “Far from
the Moon” Featuring: Raphael
Bhatti, Alex Flynn, Ryan Linde
and Shelby Neal at 10 p.m.
Jammin’ Java, 227 Maple Ave. E.,
Vienna. jamminjava.com.

Cravin’ Dogs 25th Anniversary
Celebration with The Michael
Clem Trio. 7:30 p.m. Wolf Trap
Foundation for the Performing Arts,
1624 Trap Road, Vienna. Folk/roots-
rock. $16. www.wolftrap.org.

Tea And Chocolate Tasting. 1 p.m.
Colvin Run Mill, 10017 Colvin Run
Road, Great Falls. Learn about the
main growing regions and botanical
aspects of the tea plant and cacao tree
and how they were introduced to
America. $25, reserve by March 30 at
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/
parktakes or 703-759-2771.

Tour of the Atrium Gardens. 10 a.m.
Meadowlark Botanical Gardens, 9750
Meadowlark Gardens Court, Vienna.
Horticulturist Tammy Burke leads a
tour of the Atrium’s White Garden.
The Yellow & Purple Garden and the
Peach Garden will also be featured.
$5, reservations required at 703-255-
3631.

Colvin Run Community Dance. 9
p.m. Colvin Run Community Hall,
10201 Colvin Run Road, Great Falls.
Live music by The Family. Waltz
lesson at 8 p.m. Lesson $5, dance
$12. 703-795-2003 or website at
www.colvinrun.org.

“The Shadow Box.” 7:30 p.m. James
Lee Community Center, 2855
Annandale Road, Fall Church. The
Providence Players of Fairfax,
directed by Barbara Gertzog. One day

in the life of three families, each with
a family member living with terminal
illness. $18 adults, $15 seniors and
youth. providenceplayers@cox.net or
703-425-6782.

“Cinderella: The World’s Favorite
Fairy Tale.” 3 p.m. Alden Theatre,
McLean Community Center, 1234
Ingleside Ave., McLean. A retelling of
the Cinderella story featuring the
legends of Plum Blossom (China),
Vasilisa (Russia) and Broken Wing
(Native America). Ages 6 and up. $10,
$8 residents. www.mcleancenter.org.

Cravin’ Dogs and The Michael
Clem Trio. 7:30 p.m. Wolf Trap
Foundation for the Performing Arts,
1624 Trap Road, Vienna. Folk music.
$16. www.wolftrap.org.

SUNDAY/APRIL 3
The Virginia Opera: Puccini’s

“Madama Butterfly.” 2:30 p.m. at
George Mason University Center For
The Arts Concert Hall, 4400
University Drive, Fairfax. $48-$98.
888-945-2468 or www.tickets.com.

“The Glass Menagerie” by Tennessee
Williams. 2 p.m. and 7 p.m. 1st Stage
Theater, 1524 Spring Hill Road,
McLean. $15-$25. 703-854-1856 or
www.1ststagetysons.org.

American Youth Philharmonic
Orchestra. 6 p.m. Westwood
Country Club, 800 Maple Ave. East,
Vienna. A celebration for Maestro
Bianchi with dinner and live music.
All proceeds benefit AYPO programs
and the Scholarship Fund.
www.aypo.org or 703-994-9585.

Language Tour Day. Meadowlark
Botanical Gardens, 9750 Meadowlark
Gardens Court, Vienna. Tour
Meadowlark Botanical Gardens with a
guide fluent in Spanish at 2 p.m.,
French at 2:30 p.m., Russian at 3 p.m.
and Korean at 3:30 p.m. Free. Reserve
703-255-3631.

Capitol Wind Symphony Concert. 2
p.m. Vienna Presbyterian Church, 124
Park St. N.E., Vienna. Conducted by
George Etheridge. Bach’s Prelude,
Chorale and Fugue, Appermont’s
Colors for Trombone with soloist Ken
Wolff, Ticheli’s Agnels in the

Architecture and more. $10 adults, $5
children and students.
mmclover2009@gmail.com.

“The Shadow Box.” 2 p.m. James Lee
Community Center, 2855 Annandale
Road, Fall Church. The Providence
Players of Fairfax, directed by Barbara
Gertzog. One day in the life of three
families, each with a family member
living with terminal illness. $18
adults, $15 seniors and youth.
providenceplayers@cox.net or 703-
425-6782.

Collective Change Benefit Concert
featuring: Pretend and Release
and Talk Like They’re Famous. 7
p.m. Jammin’ Java, 227 Maple Ave.
E., Vienna. jamminjava.com.

“Cinderella: The World’s Favorite
Fairy Tale.” 3 p.m. Alden Theatre,
McLean Community Center, 1234
Ingleside Ave., McLean. A retelling of
the Cinderella story featuring the
legends of Plum Blossom (China),
Vasilisa (Russia) and Broken Wing
(Native America). Ages 6 and up. $10,
$8 residents. www.mcleancenter.org.

MONDAY/APRIL 4
David Ryan Harris and Hugo. 7:30

p.m. Jammin’ Java, 227 Maple Ave.
E., Vienna. jamminjava.com.

TUESDAY/APRIL 5
Mike Viola and Justin Trawick. 7:30

p.m. Jammin’ Java, 227 Maple Ave.
E., Vienna. jamminjava.com.

WEDNESDAY/APRIL 6
Ezra Furman & The Harpoons,

Tristen and The Apache Relay. 8
p.m. Jammin’ Java, 227 Maple Ave.
E., Vienna. jamminjava.com.

The Fine Art of Organizing. 7 p.m.
McLean Project for the Arts, 1234
Ingleside Ave., McLean. Professional
organizer Kim Mihalik will sharing
tips and discuss the importance of
color, texture and composition in
creating organized spaces.
Refreshments and a short talk about
MPA. $10. Reservations required at
info@mpaart.org.

THURSDAY/APRIL 7
Hot Club of Cowtown. 7:30 p.m.

Jammin’ Java, 227 Maple Ave. E.,
Vienna. jamminjava.com.

Basic Birding Course: Lecture and
Field Trip. 7 p.m. Great Falls
Library, 9830 Georgetown Pike Great
Falls. Basic birding techniques. $20,
free if you join ASNV for $15. 703-
438-6008 or info@audubonva.org.

“The Shadow Box.” 7:30 p.m. James
Lee Community Center, 2855
Annandale Road, Fall Church. The
Providence Players of Fairfax,
directed by Barbara Gertzog. One day
in the life of three families, each with
a family member living with terminal
illness. $18 adults, $15 seniors and

The Great Falls Foundation
For The Arts Gallery at 1144
Walker Road will feature recent
works by artists Elaine Elinsky
and Brenda Drake from April 1
to May 1. The reception will be
held on April 10, 2-5 p.m. pro-
viding visitors an opportunity to
meet the artists, enjoy refresh-
ments and entertainment.

Elinsky is a painter who works
in oil and acrylic mediums. Her
recent work explores a selection
of expressionistic landscapes.
Rather than depicting a specific
place, these works create a ‘feel-
ing of place’ such as a walk in

the woods or on a trail through
a scenic marsh. The viewer is
invited to remember their own
experiences in such spaces.

Drake’s work in acrylic and
mixed media will include a se-
lection of her figurative work.
These pieces highlight her inter-
est in magical and mythological
imagery. She makes use of lyri-
cal color and transparent layers
to create an imaginative narra-
tive that draws the viewer into
her world. Drake’s work appears
in a number of private and cor-
porate collections throughout
the U.S.

Elaine Elinsky, Brenda Drake
Exhibit at GFFFTA Gallery

“Hummingbird”,
a 20" x 20"
mixed media
work by Brenda
Drake.

Elaine Elinsky, Walk in the Woods IV.

To have community events listed in the
Connection, send to greatfalls@
connectionnewspapers.com. Deadline is
Friday.

WEDNESDAY/MARCH 30
Haven of Northern Virginia’s

Suicide Support Group. 2 p.m.
Haven of Northern Virginia, Inc.,
4606 Ravensworth Road, Annandale.
Six weekly meetings, through May 4.
Free. Register at 703-941-7000 or
www.havenofnova.org.

THURSDAY/MARCH 31
Re-entering the Workforce. 6:30

p.m. The Women’s Center, 127 Park
St., N.E., Vienna. The nature of job
market, what hiring managers are
looking for, proactive and reactive job
search strategies and more. $35
registration fee, $25 members.
www.thewomenscenter.org.

FRIDAY/APRIL 1
Omicron Kappa Kappa Wine

Tasting Fundraiser. 6:30 p.m. The
Tasting Room of Maison du Vin, 7
756 Walker Road, Suite D, Great
Falls. Wine tasting and hot hors
d’oeuveres. Live jazz music. Age 21
and over. $45. Proceeds benefit
Omicron Kappa Kappa scholarship
programs. 1996que@gmail.com or
okk-ques.org/winetasting.

MONDAY/APRIL 4
Haven Volunteer Bereavement

Training. Haven of Northern
Virginia, 4606 Ravensworth Road,
Annandale. Mondays, Wednesdays
and Fridays at 9:30 a.m. from April 4
-15. 703-941-7000 or
www.havenofnova.org.

WEDNESDAY/APRIL 6
Executive Women’s Roundtable. 11:20

a.m. Maggiano’s Little Italy, 2000
International Drive, McLean. With
photojournalist Mary Calvert, recognized
for documenting women and children
afound the world. $45-$55.
www.executivewomensroundtable.org/
Events.html

THURSDAY/APRIL 7
Alternative House, The Abused and

Homeless Children’s Refuge
Open Door Event. 3 p.m. Learn
about issues facing young people in
the community and get an overview
of the House’s history, programs and
services. Talk with the Executive
Director, a Board member and staff,
and take a tour of the Emergency
Shelter for Teens. 703-506-9191 or
gina_cocomello@thealternativehouse.org.

Alzheimer’s Caregiver Support
Group. 10 a.m. Unitarian Universalist
Church of Fairfax, 2709 Hunter Mill
Road, Oakton. 703-281-9515.

Bulletin Board

If you do not get The Great
Falls Connection delivered to
your home…

FIRST CLASS
MAILED
SUBSCRIPTIONS
are now available for the first
time with timely postal carrier
delivery: $30 for six months.
Help us meet the costs of providing
first-rate community journalism on
newsprint to your household.

Call 703-778-9426 (or -9427)
or e-mail circulation@

connectionnewspapers.com
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MUSIC MASTERS
Where You’ll Love To Play

703-848-9403

Specializing in music instruction • Instrument Rentals
Monthly student performances • Popular and classical music

Music supplies and more! • Special orders welcome
Special teacher discounts • Instrument Repair

8455-H Tyco Rd. • Vienna, VA 22812

E-mail: mmasters2@aol.com • Web Site: www.music-masters.org

INSTRUMENT RENTAL

By Erin Hodge

The Connection

I
t’s a small world. So small,
in fact, that three or four
steps can traverse the space
between Germany and

Lithuania. A drink from Japan can
wash down a dish from Pakistan.
Students at Cooper Middle School
in McLean filled their passports
Thursday night in the same hall-
ways they pace Monday through
Friday.

The International Festival at
Cooper has provided students and
parents alike the chance to share
their culture and learn about the
culture of others. Students crossed
borders to visit booths set up by
both language classes and indi-
vidual families, collecting stamps
as they completed various tasks.

Though many students came to
run booths for their own language
or background, some came purely
for the experience. “It’s interest-
ing,” shrugged Sophie Becker, an
eighth grader at Cooper. “I don’t
have my own station, but it’s fun
to find out about everyone else’s.”

At the Japanese booth in the li-
brary, students formed lines to
learn to write kanji characters and
fold origami from their classmates
studying the language. “We learn
from it too,” said Robert Fredrick,
a seventh grade Japanese student.
“Preparing the booth helps us un-
derstand what we’ve been study-
ing.” Leave Japan, then take a
right toward the gymnasium.

“Did you know the prophet
Abraham is buried in Palestine?”
asked Nadia Ghannam of a group
of students, smiling as she
watched them quickly jot this

Send School Notes to greatfalls@
connectionnewspapers.com. Deadline
is Friday.

Taylor Wilk was named to the
Fall 2010 Dean’s List at the Darla
Moore School of Business at The
University of South Carolina in Co-
lumbia S.C.  Taylor is a 2010
graduate of Langley High School and
a resident of Vienna.

Michelle Bovee of Great Falls

was named to the fall 2010 dean’s list at
James Madison University. Bovee is a
Langley High School graduate.

Great Falls residents Jozeph
Kaddissi, business administration ma-
jor, Tyler Loritsch,  business
administration major, and Christina
Norris, nursing major, have been
named to the fall 2010 dean’s list at
Marymount University.

Julianne North of Great Falls has

earned two academic scholarships
from Ohio Wesleyan University and
been accepted into the university’s
honors program after participating in
Ohio Wesleyan’s Schubert Honors
Scholarships competition. North is a
senior at Langley High School.

Ashley Ann Alligood of McLean
graduated from Radford University
at the end of the fall semester. The
daughter of Donna Alligood earned
a bachelor of science in psychology.

From left, Nadia Ghannam, Rasha Uthman, and Jumana
Aeirakat taught students about Palestine.

From left, Christian Gerard, Corey Hodge, and Owen
Fish taught classmates japanese characters and asked
for donations to help tsunami victims.

Around The World In Under
Two Hours
International
Night connects
students with
their cultures
and each other.

down on their passports. She par-
ticipates in the International Fes-
tival for Palestine as much as for
her son. “It’s important for us to
educate people about our country
because there is so much misun-
derstanding right now,” said
Ghannam, who ran the booth
along with mother Rasha Uthman
and Jumana Aeirakat, wife of the
Palestinian Ambassador.

Lima Pavilioniene couldn’t hand
out pieces of her Sakotis fast
enough to the crowd surrounding
her station. The Lithuanian dessert
wasn’t the only thing her son’s
classmates took away from her

booth, however. “Every child
should know where he’s from,”
said Pavilioniene with a smile. “Be-
sides, Americans could use the
help with geography.”

Head straight toward the front
doors, about face. To the right, stu-
dents channel their inner robin
hood, attempting to get suction-
cup arrows to stick on a target in
England. Straight ahead, a crowd
admires the nowruz display in
Iran. The whole world’s colors and
creeds are condensed into the hall-
ways of one school on one night,
and every year is a new experi-
ence.

School Notes

Schools
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To honor Mom on Mother’s Day, send us your favorite snapshots of you with your
Mom and The Connection will publish them in our Mother’s Day issue. Be sure to
include some information about what’s going on in the photo, plus your name and
phone number and town of residence. To e-mail digital photos, send to:

photoGF@connectionnewspapers.com
Or to mail photo prints, send to:

The Great Falls Connection, “Me and My Mom Photo Gallery,”
1606 King St., Alexandria, VA 22314

Photo prints will be returned to you if you include a stamped, self-addressed envelope,
but please don’t send us anything irreplaceable.

“Me and My Mom”
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OPEN HOUSES
Saturday & Sunday, April 2 & 3

1008 Eaton Drive, McLean • $1,545,000 • Open
Sunday 1-4 • Jane Price, Weichert Realtors, 703-628-0470

When you visit one of these Open Houses, tell the Realtor you saw it in this
Connection Newspaper. For more real estate listings and open houses visit

www.ConnectionNewspapers.com, click the Real Estate links on the right side.

Call Specific Agents to Confirm Dates & Times.

To add your FREE Realtor represented
Open House to these weekly listings,

please contact Salome Gaibler
at 703-778-9421 or

salome@connectionnewspapers.com
All listings are due by Monday at 3 P.M.

McLean
1008 Eaton Dr. ......................$1,545,000 ..Sun 1-4...Jane Price ............Weichert .................703-628-0470

Vienna
1929 Beulah Road.................$1,349,900 ..Sun 1-4...Marie Gallagher....Weichert..................703-795-5458

2620 Lemontree Lane...........$644,000 .....Sun 1-4...Barbara Voorheis..Weichert..................703-938-6070

9204 Bois Ave.......................$545,000 .....Sun 1-4...Larry Lessin .........Homes by Owner.....301-356-6104

2019 Spring Branch Dr.........$1,174,000 ..Sun 1-5...Ann Romer...........Weichert..................703-597-4280

10431 Lawyers Rd................$899,900 .....Sun 1-4...Irene Schiffman....Weichert..................703-593-7848

9705 Meadowmere Dr .......... $1,250,000 ..Sun 1-4...Casey Samson......Samson Properties..703-508-2535

Oakton
10306 Greenwood Pl ............ $890,000 .....Sun 1-4...Bobbee Cardillo....Coldwell Banker ..... 703-598-5534

Oak Hill
13441 Muirkirk Lane.............$499,900 .....Sun 1-4...Bernie Kagan........Samson Properties..703-216-0985

13120 Rounding Run Circle..Call Realtor ..Sun 1-4...Bernie Kagan........Samson Properties..703-216-0985

Herndon
12308 Myterra Way...............$569,900 .....Sun 1-4...Clark Smith...........RE/MAX...................703-626-6445

705 Ferndale Ave...................$550,000 .....Sun 1-4...Bonnie Haukness..Long & Foster .........703-437-3800

Reston
11406 Fairway Dr..................$539,999 .....Sun 1-4...Starr Ibach ...........Century 21 .............. 540-349-1221

10816 Oldfield Dr..................$529,900 .....Sun 1-4...Stan Goldberg......Weichert..................703-941-0100

Ashburn
21925 Gullane Way...............$539,900 .....Sun 1-4...Olga Aste..............Century 21 .............. 703-624-4199

Arlington
3608 17th ST. N....................$999,888 .....Sun 1-4...Scott Koval...........Samson Properties..703-625-3446

News

T
here will be a
benefit concert
and art sale
T h u r s d a y ,

March 31 at 7:30 p.m. at
the Langley High School
Auditorium for Randy
Liang, a sophomore band
student who fell ill a few
weeks ago. He suffered a
ruptured spleen on the
trip, and the benefit will
help with medical ex-
penses.

The concert is free and
donations will be collected
at the door. In addition,
local professional artists
will have their works for
sale in the lobby with pro-
ceeds helping the Team
Randy cause.

Just off their perfor-
mance tour to Lincoln
Center, the Langley Wind
Symphony will be joined
by the visiting, and well-
known Wind Ensemble
from West Genessee High
School in upstate New
York to present a benefit
concert for Randy. Mem-
bers from all the Langley
bands and percussion class will be in attendance to

help the cause.
A second art sale to ben-

efit Team Randy is being
planned for April in Great
Falls - more information to
follow.

Ellie Kim, a band parent
and owner of the Sterling
Chick Fil-A, has agreed to
make the whole month of
April Team Randy Month
at Chick Fil-A. A portion of
all purchases made by
families from Forestville
Elementary School and
Langley High School who
identify themselves as
there to support Team
Randy will be donated to
the Team Randy account,
just inform the cashier you
are part of Team Randy.

Donations are also being
accepted via PayPal, ac-
c o u n t
liangfamilyfund@gmail.com.
Donation checks can also
be mailed to the Wachovia
bank at 750 Walker Road,
Great Falls, VA 22066.
Checks should be made
out to the Liang Family,
and the account number

8857 needs to be written on the memo line.

Randy Liang, a freshman at Langley
High School, suffered a ruptured spleen
while on a high school band trip to New
Jersey, and with his mother out of work,
the local community is raising funds to
help with his medical care. He is cur-
rently in a hospital in Paterson, N.J.
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Team Randy Plans Fundraisers

Forestville
Elementary School
Celebrates Pi Day
Betsy Biernik’s and Jeff
LeLoup’s 3rd grade Level
IV Advanced Academic
Program students at
Forestville Elementary
School celebrated Pi Day
with math games, a
scavenger hunt and
eating real pie. The photo
shows the students and
teachers having fun in the
classroom on Pi Day,
celebrated by math en-
thusiasts around the
world on March 14.

Langley High School and Saxon Stage presents
2011 Student Directed One-Act Plays, an evening
of eclectic theatre Friday, April 1, and Saturday,
April 2, at 7 p.m. in the Langley High School Audi-
torium. Tickets will be sold at the door for $5. This
sampling of one-act plays, directed by LHS theatre
students, features intense drama and high comedy.
Plays run the gamut -  from Edward Albee’s “Find-
ing the Sun,” a complex drama involving 3 couples
on a sunny day at the beach, to “Bang, Bang You’re
Dead,” by William Mastrosimone, a play about

school violence and its causes, and the hilarious
comedy sketch “Self-Defence Against Fresh Fruit,”
by Monty Python. This innovative night of theatre
also offers 5 original works, debuting on Saxon
Stage -  “Cable. Basically,” “Cupid’s Arrow,” “Fam-
ily Stab,” “Grilled Cheese and Chocolate Milk,” and
“No, It Happened Like This...”

Visit www.saxonstage.com for more information
or contact Una Higgins at una@cox.net Langley
High School is located at 6520 Georgetown Pike
in McLean.

Student Directed One-Act Plays at Langley
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Sports

T
he Langley High girls’ lacrosse team
found the offensive groove early
and often, easily besting the

Yorktown High Patriots, 17-5, in a non-dis-
trict contest played last Thursday, March 24.
The win improved the Saxons to 2-1 on the
season.

Under blustery and threatening skies, the
Lady Saxons stormed to an early lead and
rumbled up a host of impressive game sta-
tistics in shooting efficiency and assists.
Coach Richard ‘Des’ DeSomma continued
to take advantage of the depth and strength
of his roster with impressive results, with
10 different players scoring goals and at
least three more girls contributing assists.

With the threat of bad weather looming,

the Lady Saxons wasted no time, with sopho-
more Haley Soutter scoring unassisted in the
game’s first minute following Torrie Zarella’s
winning face-off. The scoring came fast and
furious from Langley, which, for the first time
this season, was in sync from the opening
whistle.  Goals from early season standouts
Kelly Martin, Rachel Wagner and Haley
Soutter all came in the first 10 minutes.

The Saxon onslaught continued as senior
Torrie Zarella once again dominated a
stretch of the game, ripping four goals in
the last 14 minutes of the half. Adding to
the scoring was junior Margo Swomley, who
scored following a beautiful catch and run
by sophomore Grace Goettman, and then
on a feed from senior co-captain Nicole

Burkart.  Swomley also assisted Zarellas’
most memorable goal of the half, a ‘reverse
sweeper’ that caught Yorktown’s goalie flat-
footed.  With three seconds in the half,
Zarella connected again, this time on a nifty
feed from junior Caroline Mahoney.  The
half ended with the Saxons up 10-4.

Mahoney and Zarella connected again
five minutes into the second half. Follow-
ing a save from sophomore goalie Erin Long,
who turned in another fine game in net with
five total saves, Zarella closed her six-goal
outing with an unassisted run and shoot at
14 minutes.

In the final minutes, the floodgates re-
opened, and a host of new Saxon numbers
were called in a surge of goals.  Junior Ellie

Glasgow tallied off a Burkart feed, and
freshman Jordan Simonides scored her first
goal in a Saxon uniform.  Junior Mary
Redmond slipped behind her defender for
a no-doubt goal on a Rachel Wagner feed,
and both sophomore Amy Garrigan and jun-
ior Ann Frances Davis found the net, each
for her first goal of the year.

“This was a great showing against an im-
proving Yorktown squad,” said coach
DeSomma.  “We showed what we can do
when we play aggressively, patiently and as
a team.  I am particularly pleased by our ex-
cellent scoring efficiency, which at 70 per-
cent (17 goals on 24 shots) matches last year’s
number, and the fact we had 11 assists, a
great indication we are playing together.”

Lady Saxons Get Their Groove On, Swamp Yorktown 17-5

By Rich Sanders

The Connection

O
utstanding pitching has led the way
thus far for the Langley High baseball
team, which is looking to improve on
last year’s 8-12 overall record. The Sax-

ons, going into this week, carried an impressive 3-1
record.

“I think we’re pitching very well so far,” said Lan-
gley third year head coach Kevin Healy. “We’ve had
two shutouts, a no hitter, and another game with
only one run allowed.”

In its most recent outing, Langley shut down pe-
rennial power Madison, 2-0, in a Liberty District
home game played last Friday, March 25. Langley
starting pitcher Andrew Pechstein, a junior, threw
five shutout innings, allowing five base hits and strik-
ing out four to earn his second win of the young
spring season. The Saxons received excellent relief
pitching out of the bullpen from senior Robert Hood,
who fanned three hitters in two perfect innings of
work to notch the save.

LANGLEY’S OFFENSE in the win over the
Warhawks was led by junior Colin Cantwell, who
opened the game’s scoring in the bottom of the third
inning with an opposite field home run - his second
of the season - over the right field fence, and junior
Matt Moser, who had two hits and an RBI on the night.

Langley, a few weeks ago, opened the new season
at its two-day Langley/McLean Invitational. There,
the Saxons defeated Potomac High, 10-1, on March
17, before winning over Washington-Lee, 3-0, the
following day.

Pechstein, the Langley starter in the season-opener
win over the Panthers of Potomac High, struck out
five batters over six innings of work to earn the deci-
sion and lead the Saxons, playing on their home field,
to their first victory of the 2011 season. Cantwell
boosted the Langley offense by belting a three-run
home run in the fifth inning. Other strong games at

 The Great Falls Nationals (11-
under) travel baseball team started
their spring season in Aberdeen, Md.
last week at the Cal Ripken Under
Armour Leadoff Baseball Tourna-
ment, March 19 and 20. The
tournament hosted 10 teams from
Virginia, New Jersey, Pennsylvania,
Delaware, and Maryland.

In their first game, the Nats, as
they are known to their fans, faced
off against the South Jersey Young
Guns, winning the game 10-0. Next,
the Nats faced and defeated the
South Jersey Elite, a solid program

that won the tournament last year, 5-
4. As the top seed out of pool play,
the Nats then went on to beat ASBA
Hatboro, 8-3, in the quarterfinals
and the Chester County Cobras, 9-8,
in the semifinals. The Nats faced off
with the Annandale Angels in the
championship game and defeated
them, 11-5.

Nats Tournament Notables: Jason
Volpicelli recorded two pitching wins
and Jake Nielsen, Colter Carton, and
Danny Hosley each recorded a vic-
tory. Timmy Conforti closed out the
championship game on the mound

Photo Courtesy/United Green

The McLean United Green, Under-10 girls’ soccer
team won back to back tournaments and climbed to
the No. 2 ranking in Virginia and sixth nationally.
The team won the ‘Rush Cup’ in Virginia Beach two
weekends ago and won the Inaugural ‘McLean Pre-
mier Tournament’ last weekend. In that latter tour-
ney, the United Green did not allow a single goal.

Photo Courtesy/McLean Real White

The McLean Real White Under-11 soccer team won
the McLean Premier Soccer Tournament with a
thrilling, overtime victory over Vienna that was
finally decided on penalty kicks.

Great Falls Connection Sports Editor Rich Sanders

703-224-3031 or  richsand8@aol.com

Langley Pitching Leading the
Way Early On
Saxons’ baseball set to
host Marshall Statesmen
this Friday night.

the plate came from Hood and Moser, who both had
two hits. Both also had multi-RBI games, as did team-
mate Michael Byrne, a junior.

IN THE FOLLOWING DAY’S shutout win over the
Generals of W-L, Langley pitchers Hood and Jon
O’Connor, a junior, combined for a no-hitter. Hood,
making the start, struck out 10 batters and walked
six in six innings of work. O’Connor, in pitching the
seventh, struck out two and earned the save. Moser’s
sacrifice fly in the bottom of the fifth inning broke a
scoreless tie. Daniel Richardson, who was pinch-run-
ning, scored from third base on the sac fly ball.
Richardson, a junior, was running for sophomore Cal
Jacacki, who had singled up the middle earlier in
the inning. Langley received a strong game at the
plate in the win from senior shortstop JJ Oleniacz,
who had a pair of hits and an RBI.

Langley opened its district schedule on March 22
with a game at South Lakes in Reston. There, the
Saxons lost their first game of the season, falling 5-
3. The Saxons received good relief pitching from
O’Connor, who worked 4-2/3 innings. Multi-hit
games came from Thomas Dungan, Jack Parker, and
Jeff Solomon.

Following the loss to South Lakes, Langley was able
to get back onto the winning track with the big win
over Madison.

“Defensively and on the mound we’ve done very,
very well,” said coach Healy. “I’d like to see us get
more hits with runners in scoring position, but that’s
something that will come as we work on our ap-
proach at the plate.

A year ago, Langley struggled on the mound and
the Saxons allowed too many runs, although they
hit the ball well on offense.

“We struggled to keep other teams off the
scoreboard,” said Healy, of 2010.

Hopefully, Langley’s first several games this sea-
son are an indicator that the pitching is improved.

“This year we have looked very good on the
mound,” said the coach. “We’re deeper in pitching
than we have been in quite some time. I think we’ve
got a competitive group of kids as well. They’ve re-
sponded well under pressure early on.”

Langley was scheduled to play a district game at
Fairfax earlier this week on Tuesday, March 29. This
Friday night, April 1, the Saxons will be home for a
district game at 7 versus Marshall.
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Zone 6 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday 11 a.m.

703-917-6464

Zone 6: • Arlington • Great Falls

• McLean • Vienna/Oakton
EmploymentEmployment ClassifiedClassified

Beautiful family beach house in 
the town of Bethany Beach:

Beach block: 6bds, 5ba: all inclusive 
rental by owner. Available July-Sept.

Brochure Available. 
Call Judy @ 314-821-2207 or 

email@ judesh45@hotmail.com

15 Getaways 15 Getaways

Expert Nanny
Available FT

703-851-7223

Fun and Loving Care

Call Laura Today
20 yrs exp. • CPR & First Aid

116 Childcare Avail. 116 Childcare Avail.

A Loving couple will cherish your newborn 
into a life filled with endless love and 
opportunities.  Expenses to be paid 

Leslye/Marc 1-877-410-6302 or 
learn more about us at 

www.MarcAndLeslyeAdopt.com

117 Adoption 117 Adoption

21 Announcements

ABC LICENSE
Amal & CarrieAnn, Inc trading 
as Monaco Deli & Pizzaria, 
10123 Colvin Run Rd, Unit C, 
Great Falls, VA 22066. The 
above establishment is apply-
ing to the VIRGINIA DEPART-
MENT OF ALCOHOLIC BEV-
ERAGE CONTROL for a Beer 
and Wine on and off Premises 
license to sell or manufacture 
alcoholic beverages. Hany 
Kerolos, Director

ABC LICENSE
Michael Rocco Juliano and 

Patricia Smith Juliano trading 
as Rocco’s Italian Restaurant, 

1357 Chain Bridge Road, 
McLean, VA.  22101. The 

above establishment is 
applying to the VIRGINIA 

DEPARTMENT OF 
ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE 

CONTROL for mixed 
beverage on and beer and 

wine off site to sell or 
manufacture alcoholic 

beverages. 
Michael Juliano, Owner 

ABC LICENSE
Nemooneh Inc trading as Cafe 

Nemooneh, 525 Maple Ave, 
West., Vienna, VA 22180. The 

above establishment is 
applying to the VIRGINIA 

DEPARTMENT OF 
ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE 

CONTROL FOR a Wine and 
Beer on premises license to 
sell or manufacture alcoholic 
beverages. Saman Maleki 

President. 

26 Antiques

We pay top $ for antique 
furniture and mid-century 

Danish/modern
teak furniture, STERLING, 
MEN'S WATCHES, jewelry 

and costume jewelry,
paintings/art glass/clocks. 

Schefer Antiques @
703-241-0790.

Email:theschefers@cox.net

29 Misc. for Sale

Estate Sale

Vienna Virginia, 121 
Hickory Circle (behind 
Magruders). Antiques, 
Primitives, Household 
& Garden items. Friday 
April 1 - Sunday 3, 
9am-3pm

102 Instruction

Experienced Tutoring
Available in the Northern 

Virginia Area
Dean's List College 

Graduate with Years of 
Experience

Accounting/Finance Degree
All Ages and 

Grades Considered
Math, Spanish, English

from $35/hour
Call Hal @ (703)864-6616

117 Adoption

A happy young couple 
praying for the 

blessing of a baby to 
welcome into our hearts 
and home. Bright future 
awaits!. Expenses paid. 
We would love to talk to 

you.
Karen/Michael 
1-877-865-7571

The biggest
things are
always the

easiest to do
because there is
no competition.

-William Van Horne

COOK - PT
PT cook for small group home environ-

ment 5 days a week and weekends, 
food training cert. a plus.  4 hrs/day.  
Neat appearance.  Fax resume to 

703-818-7641

Dispatcher/CSR
Service Specialties, Inc.

Join a winning team! Chantilly HVAC 
Contractor is looking for a candidate 
with GREAT people, phone and comput-
er skills. Must be able to Multi-Task. 
Duties in this fast paced environment 
include answering phones, scheduling of 
service calls, dispatching techs, filing 
and overall customer service. Benefits 
include: paid vacation, family health 
care coverage and 401K with matching 
contributions.   For   an  interview  email 
resume to rmurphy@ssihvac.com.

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES
Zones 1, 5, 6............................Mon @ noon
Zones 2, 3, 4 ...........................Tues @ noon

E-mail ad with zone choices to:
classified@connectionnewspapers.com

or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411

EMPLOYMENT
DEADLINES
Zones 5, 6 ..............................Tues @ 11:00
Zones 1, 3 ................................Tues @ 4:00
Zone 2 ....................................Wed @ 11:00
Zone 4......................................Wed @ 1:00

E-mail ad with zone choices to:
classified@connectionnewspapers.com
      or call Barbara @ 703-778-9413

ZONES
Zone 1: The Reston Connection
   The Oak Hill/Herndon Connection
Zone 2: The Springfield Connection
  The Burke Connection
    The Fairfax Connection
    The Fairfax Station/Clifton/

 Lorton Connection
Zone 3: The Alexandria Gazette Packet

The Mount Vernon Gazette
Zone 4: Centre View North
 Centre View South
Zone 5: The Potomac Almanac
Zone 6: The Arlington Connection

The Vienna/Oakton Connection
The McLean Connection
The Great Falls Connection

Newspapers & Online

HOW TO SUBMIT ADS TO

PEDIATRIC RN/LPN
Our busy happy stimulating pediatric prac-
tice in Alexandria & Fairfax has an upcom-
ing  opening  for a F/T position. Some trav-
el between offices. Ideal for nurses return-
ing   to  the   workforce.   Competitive sal-
ary  with  benefits.  Orientation provided. 

Fax resume to Attn: Sharon @ 
703/914-5494 

`

Love to Decorate?
Decorating Den Interiors was chosen Best
of the Best by Entrepreneur Magazine. Home
based, flexible schedule, low overhead,
wholesale accounts. Call for more information on
how you can turn your passion into a business.

703-239-8112
www.Decoratingden.com

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

DENTAL ASSISTANT TRAINEES
NEEDED NOW!

Dental Offices now hiring.  No experience?
Job Training & Placement Assistance Avail.

1-800-381-1734
CTO SCHEV

MMEEDD  BBIILLLL  &&  CCOODDIINNGG

Trainees NEEDED NOW
Medical Offices now hiring.  No experience?
Job Training & Placement Assistance Avail.

1-800-385-2615
CTO SCHEV

Pharmacy Technician Trainees 
Needed Now!

Pharmacies now hiring.  No experience?
Job Training & Placement Assistance Avail. 

1-877-240-4524      
CTO SCHEV

EDUCATION TRAINING

Community News
Freelance Opportunity

The Connection Newspapers is looking
for one or two writers to cover one or
two news stories a week. Work with
award-winning editor. On-the-beat train-
ing, nominal pay per story. Please send
resume, letter of interest to Kemal
Kurspahic, kemal@connectionnews
papers.com.

Summer Web Internships Available
Educational internships available for enthusiastic college
students to join our new website launch team. This is an
exciting opportunity to help develop content and sections
for our new website, due to launch in late spring.
Throughout the summer, we’ll be adding specifics to our
entertainment and events sections, creating special pro-
jects and content, and exploring new media. Internships
are unpaid, but offer an unusual chance to work with
award-winning editors while developing first-rate online
presence. Internships require a commitment of at least
six weeks, 16-40 hours a week. Please e-mail a statement
of interest and a resume to
internship@connection
newspapers.com.

Educational Internships
Unusual opportunity to learn many
aspects of the newspaper business.
Internships available in reporting,
photography, research, graphics.
Opportunities for students, and for
adults considering change of career.
Unpaid. E-mail internship@connec
tionnewspapers.com

Great Papers • Great Readers • Great Results!

 Employers:
Are your recruiting ads not
working in other papers?

Try a better way to fill your
      employment openings

703-917-6464
classified@connectionnewspapers.com

• Target your best job candidates
where they live.

• Reach readers in addition
to those who are currently
looking for a job.

• Proven readership.
• Proven results.

Rockville

Potomac

Bethesda
Chevy
Chase

North
Potomac

Washington,
D.C.

Herndon

Reston

Chantilly

Great
Falls

Vienna
Oakton

Arlington

McLean
1

4

Historic
Clifton

Fairfax

Fairfax
Station

Burke

Springfield

2

6

5

3

North
Clifton

Centreville

Laurel
Hill

Dulles
Airport

OFFICE MANAGER

LA Associates  seeks prof to manage Front 
Office.  MS Office &  5 yrs exp managing,  

Send resume & salary history to 
OM@LA-Associates.com

.

Nysmith School
Preschool - 8th Grade

Hiring for the Fall
• Elementary School Co-Teachers
College Degree Required

• Middle School Co-Teachers:
College Degree Required
HS Level Science/Math/Social Studies

Send resumes to: resume@nysmith.com
Fax: 703-713-3336
www.nysmith.com

Administrative Assistant
Accounting firm in Reston seeks 

individual with knowledge of Word 
and Excel for full-time 

administrative assistant position.  
Word processing is primary 

responsibility.  Some billing and 
mailing.  Attention to detail and 

accuracy are important.  Excellent 
salary, benefits, and flexibility.  

E-mail cover letter, salary range, and 
resume to: cpas@ggroupcpas.com
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Zone 6 Ad Deadline:

Monday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 6: • Arlington • Great Falls

• McLean • Vienna/Oakton

Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

Brendel Restoration

410-489-5868 15941 Frederick Road Lisbon MD
www.brendelrestoration.com

Residential and Commercial

Don’t replace refinish, give your home the high-end look it deserves!
Finishing of new wood, furniture, and millwork
Touch up and repair of all types of woodwork.

CARPENTRY CARPENTRY

A CLEANING SERVICE
Since 1985/Ins & Bonded

Quality Service at a Fair Price
Satisfaction Guaranteed
Comm/Res. MD VA DC

acleaningserviceinc.com
703-892-8648

CLEANING CLEANING

Concrete Done Right!
• Patios - Sidewalks
• Retaining Walls
• Driveways
• Flagstone
• Pavers

703-339-5773
cdmconstruction.net

CONCRETE CONCRETE

ELECTRICAL ELECTRICAL

Group Rates Avail.!

703-802-0483

MOWING, TRIMMING,
EDGING, MULCHING

& TRIM HEDGES

PINNACLE SERVICES, INC.
LAWN SERVICE

GUTTER GUTTER

General Remodeling
Residential & Commercial

Specializing in:
Kitchen/Bathroom/Basement Remodeling
Plumbing • Electrical • Custom Carpentry

Doors Windows • Hardwood Floors
Crown Molding • House Cleaning

Interior/Exterior Painting • Brick/Stone Work
Ceramic Tile • Decks, Fences, Patios

HOA Maintenance, Granite Counter Tops
Realtors Work and Much More

Hand and Hand
Handyman

Licensed and Insured Serving Northern Virginia

703-296-6409

HANDYMAN HANDYMAN

Licensed
Insured

We Accept VISA/MC

703-441-8811

You have tried the rest - NOW CALL THE BEST!!
Proudly serving Northern VA - 46 yrs. exp.

The HANDYMAN
A DIVISION OF NURSE CONSTRUCTION

BATHROOM REMODELING, DRYWALL,
PAINTING, CERAMIC TILE, CARPENTRY,
POWER WASHING & MUCH MORE

A&S Landscaping

703-863-7465
LICENSED

Serving All of N. Virginia

• All Concrete work
• Retaining Walls • Patios
• Decks • Porches (incl.
   screened) • Erosion &
   Grading Solutions
• French Drains • Sump Pumps
• Driveway Asphalt Sealing

Rotten Wood, Wind Damage, Trims,
Windows, Doors, Deck, Stairs, Vanity,

Basement Framing, Garbage Disposal,
Painting, Power Wash, Siding Repairs.

Licensed, Bonded, Insured

703-266-1233

M. C. Lynch
Home Improvement

Family Owned & Opererated

R.N. CONTRACTORS, INC.
Remodeling Homes, Flooring,
Kitchen & Bath, Windows,
Siding, Roofing, Additions &
Patios, Custom Deck, Painting

We Accept All Major Credit Cards
Licensed, Insured, Bonded • Free Estimates • Class A Lic
Phone: 703-887-3827  Fax: 703-830-3849

E-mail: rncontractorsinc@gmail

R&N Carpentry

✦BASEMENTS ✦BATHS ✦KITCHENS
Foreclosure specialist/Power washing

✦Exterior Wood Rot More!
Deck & Fence repair, Screen Porches

No jobs too large or small
Free est.   37 yrs exp.   Licensed, Insured

703-987-5096 

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

ANTONIO LAWN & LANDSCAPING
Spring Cleanup • Lawn Mowing • Edging

Mulching • Planting • Patios
Expert Trimming & Removal • New Beds Made

Outline/Extend Existing Beds
Repairs • New Installations • & Much More

CALL NOW FOR FREE ESTIMATE
571-201-5561    703-393-1060

JUAN’S LANDSCAPING Since 1987

Res./Com. • Free Estimates

• CELL 703-732-7175

• COMPLETE TREE SERVICE • MASONRY
• HAULING • BACKHOE • EXCAVATING • DRYWALL
• POWER WASHING • HANDYMAN • PAINTING

LANDSCAPING LANDSCAPING

703.919.4456
www.ReynoldsLandscapingOnline.com Licensed / Insured

Free Estimates

•No sub-contractors, or day labors.  •15 Years Designing and Installing
•The Owner is physically on your job site.  •On time and Professional.

INSTALLATION SPECIALIST WET BASEMENT / WET YARD
Water Proofing Foundations

Standing Yard Water
French Drains / Swales
Downspout Extensions

Dry River Beds

Paver & Flagstone
Patios / Walkways
Retaining Walls

Stacked Field Stone
Plants / Trees / Shrubs

LANDSCAPING LANDSCAPING

SOD
Cut FRESH Daily

www.chantillyturffarms.com
703-327-0908

Homeowners & Contractors

•Patios •Walkways
•Retaining Walls

•Drainage Problems
•Landscape Makeovers
Call: 703-912-6886

Free Estimates

J.E.S Services
LANDSCAPE & CONSTRUCTION

Mowing
Mulching & more!

Call Mark for free est,

703-868-7831

LAWN SERVICE LAWN SERVICE

Prompt Reliable Service
Seasonal plantings & garden

maintenance to suite your
personal taste

Stacey 703-242-2421
Lic & Ins

Flower Garden Delight
Est 1995

MASONRY MASONRY

New Installations & Repairs
Stone - Flagstone - Brick - Concrete

FREE ESTIMATES!!
Lic. & Ins

www.pmasonry.com

Potomac Masonry
703-842-7884

MASONRY MASONRY

Specializing in Custom
Stone and Brick Walkways, Patios,

& Small and Large Repairs
Licensed, Insured

• Free estimates • All work guaranteed •
www.motternmasonry.com
Phone 703-496-7491

MOTTERN MASONRY DESIGN

GUTTER

PINNACLE SERVICES,

703-802-0483
GROUP RATES

AVAILABLE
FREE EST

•GUTTER CLEANING
•SMALL REPAIRS
•SCREENING
•POWER
WASHING

HAULING

ANGEL’S
TRASH REMOVAL

703-863-1086
703-582-3709

•Junk & Rubbish •Furn.,
Yard, Construction

 Debris • Mulch &
         Spring Clean Up

AL’S HAULING
Junk & Rubbish

Concrete, furn.,office,
yard, construction debris

Low Rates    NOVA
703-360-4364

703-304-4798 cell

7 DAYS A WEEK

LANDSCAPING

A&S LANDSCAPING

FALL CLEAN-UP
Planting • Mulching • Sodding

Patios • Decks • Driveway Sealing,
Asphalt • Retaining Walls

Erosion Control • Drainage Solutions

703-863-7465

•Trimming •Leaf & Snow
Removal •Yard Cleaning

•Hauling •Tree Work

ANGEL’S
LAWN MOWING

703-863-1086
703-582-3709

MASONRY

JDF Masonry CO, LLC
703-283-9479

◆Bricks    ◆Blocks, 
◆Flagstone ◆Concrete

◆Handyman
Free Est.      Lic & Ins. 

Affordable Prices

PAINTING

PATRIOT
PAINTING
www.PatriotPainting.net

Wallpaper Removal,
Carpentry,

Power Washing.
Int/Ext Painting

Free Est. • Satisfaction Guar.!
Lic./Ins. Int./Ext.

703-502-7840
Cell

571-283-4883

ROOFING

Falcon Roofing
Roofing & Siding

(All Types)

Soffit & Fascia Wrapping
New Gutters

Chimney Crowns
Leaks Repaired
No job too small

703-975-2375

TREE SERVICE

ANGEL’S TREE REMOVAL

Angeltreeslandscaping-hauling.com
703-863-1086
703-582-3709

Brush & Yard Debris
 Leaf & Snow Removal

Gutters & Hauling



Great Falls Connection  ❖  March 30 - April 5, 2011  ❖  15www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

I’m having a problem of late (Oh really, just
one?) concerning the fact – and the feelings I
have – about having cancer. Specifically, talk-
ing about it with people I know. Let me amend
that: talking about it with people with whom
I’m familiar but who, for a million reasons, are
currently out of my cancer loop (and thus,
don’t have the latest information). It seems that
it’s easier for me to talk to people I don’t know
who know about my having cancer; readers,
people I’ve met over the last two years and/or
people with whom I’ve remained in touch,
than it is to talk with people I do know who
don’t know about my diagnosis. Do you know
what I mean? If so, that probably makes one of
us who does.

Not that I want to – or need to – avoid the
subject, but other than writing about it as fre-
quently as I do, I am not exactly looking to
spread the Gospel of Kenny-has-cancer. So
when conversations begin with people I know
from my pre-diagnosed-with-cancer life, I
have very little to say. I mean, how do you
have a “normal-type” conversation with some-
one when the most important and dominant
part of your life, your 24-7 life (cancer) is a
subject which, for a variety of reasons, you’re
extremely uncomfortable discussing – with that
particular person. It’s not so much personal, as
it is poor timing.

Let me try and explain that. With anybody
who knows me and knows I have cancer  –
and I know they know, I am not uncomfort-
able discussing any of the cancer-related
aspects of my life. I am an open book, as you
regular readers know. “Discussing” I don’t
mind. However, dredging up all the sordid
details from the past two years, where conver-
sations invariably go when you haven’t seen or
talked to someone in those few years – and
they’re the least bit curious about you, causes
me great consternation; anticipating their
questions and in turn deciding on my answers.

I never know how much or how little to
say. I never know if I can be totally honest or
must I be totally sensitive – to their feelings, in
the event they have some personal/family-type
history. I never know exactly how to behave;
to be self-effacing and self-confident concern-
ing my own health status – and/or try not to
not make them feel bad/awkward for having
asked, and then try to delude myself by mak-
ing  light of the situation – so they won’t feel
sorry for me, or lie to them and not say any-
thing of cancer substance. And if I choose the
latter strategy and say nothing about the can-
cer, can you imagine how on guard I have to
be to not let anything slip out about the last
two years, two years which have been con-
sumed by my having cancer? It’s like pretend-
ing to be someone else just so you don’t have
to deal with/re-visit all the history that has pre-
ceded this conversation (much of which you’d
like to forget, anyway) and placed you in this
real-life predicament of truth or dare.

I have enough difficulty dealing with my
own reactions to having cancer, along with the
reactions of family and friends who know, to
have to spend any time sorting through and
processing the emotions of people who now
know but previously didn’t know. It’s not being
selfish as much as it is self-preservation. I really
don’t want to use my precious time bringing
people up to speed and reinforcing the mor-
bid and terminal nature of my diagnosis. I
don’t want to have to convince anybody of
anything – about me. It’s difficult enough
keeping myself on the straight and narrow. I
can’t waste any additional mental energy on
people I know who don’t know. I want – need,
actually – to spend it on people in the know. I
don’t know if I have enough time to spend it
on people who don’t know, well-meaning
though they may be. Sometimes, it’s just easier
this way, although not always; and that’s the
problem I’m having.

Kenny Lourie is an Advertising Representative for
The Almanac & The Connection Newspapers.

By KENNETH B. LOURIE

What It Is
I Do Know

Community

The 27th annual Adeler Jewelers/
Great Falls Optimist Club Children’s
Spring Festival, including egg and gem
hunt, rides and games, will be held on
Sunday, April 17, 9:30-5 p.m. for chil-

Forestville Elementary
School Celebrates Pi Day
Betsy Biernik’s and Jeff LeLoup’s
3rd grade Level IV Advanced Aca-
demic Program students at
Forestville Elementary School
celebrated Pi Day with math
games, a scavenger hunt and
eating real pie. The photo shows
the students and teachers having
fun in the classroom on Pi Day,
celebrated by math enthusiasts
around the world on March 14.

A
 village-wide photo competition
to honor Great Falls photogra-
phers for their images of local
birds has reached its midway

point and now has more than 100 photos
available for inspection. You can take a look
at www.flickr.com/groups/birds-of-22066.

The contest, open to any resident of Great
Falls, is associated with “Vote 2011: Wings
Across Great Falls,” an election to select a
bird symbol to represent the community. It
is open to any photographer in Great Falls,
and images are limited to any of the 169
bird species seen here, with special empha-
sis on the seven “candidate” birds in the
election.

The competition is sponsored by the art
group Great Falls Studios in partnership
with the National Audubon Society,
Forestville and Great Falls elementary
schools and eight other local groups or civic
organizations. Anyone in Great Falls can
add images to the contest website by May
15.

Seven winners, selected by John Nuhn,
photo editor of National Wildlife Magazine,
will win prizes of $25 each. Rules are out-
lined at the contest website. All posted im-
ages will be available for public inspection
at the contest website.

“There is still time to take part and many
opportunities to photograph migrant and
other species with the return of warm

weather,” said Mike McDermott, modera-
tor of the contest website.

You can be part of the photo competition
two ways. Go to the contest site on Flickr,
join Flickr (it’s free) and post your own
photos.  Or e-mail your photos to
McDermott, who will post them on your

behalf (Mike@mcmimagery.com.)
If you have not yet voted in the Great Falls

bird election, you can do so by casting your
ballot online, now through May 15. Go to
www.GreatFallsStudios.com, then click on
the bird-election link found on the home
page. This will take you directly to the bal-
lot. Voters picked at random will win prizes
just for voting. Prizes include mugs made
by local potters. Only Great Falls residents
can take part, one vote per resident. Kids
at Great Falls and Forestville elementary
schools will vote in their schools.

Bird Images Multiply On Contest Website

This digital image is one of more
than 100 posted on a photo-con-
test website associated with the
Great Falls bird election. It shows a
pair of Eastern bluebirds in early
spring and was photographed by
Inge Curtis, whose in-laws live in
Great Falls.

A portrait of an American Gold-
finch, one of the ‘candidate’ spe-
cies in the Great Falls bird elec-
tion, is also posted on the special
website home for the Great Falls
bird-photo contest. The finch was
photographed on a sunflower by
Inge Curtis.

More than 100 Great
Falls bird photos
available online.

be served.
Let Ron Klabunde, volunteer coordina-

tor, know when you can serve via e-mail
at ronklabunde@gmail.com or calling
the phone number 703-439-4858.

dren ages 1-10.
On Friday, April 15, members and volun-

teers are needed for two or three hour shifts
for egg  stuffing at 6:30 p.m. down stairs in
the Great Falls  Grange. Refreshments will

Volunteers Needed for Children’s Spring Festival
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Director, Theresa D’Alessandro

For more information, please contact us at 703/759-5652
or email:tdance.inc@verizon.net

Our website is: www.theatricaldance.com

760A Walker Road, Great Falls
(In the Village Center above the Old Brogue)

Summer!Summer!
IT MAKES ME FEEL LIKE DANCING!IT MAKES ME FEEL LIKE DANCING!

SOTD is a non-profit tax exempt educational organization which does not discriminate on the basis of race, religion, gender or national origin.

The School of Theatrical Dance...
31 Years... serving Great Falls...

For Children

Additional Classes for Teens - Adults ongoing...
Yoga...”
Traditional Hatha Yoga is a holis-
tic yogic path, including moral
disciplines, physical postures
(asanas), purification proce-
dures, poses, yogic breathing
(pranayama), and meditation. It
is a stress reducing practice.”

Pilates...
Traditional Pilates - A full body
exercise program that builds
lean flexible muscle, taught true
to the original teaching of
Joseph Pilates.

Aerobics...
Low Impact and No Impact car-
dio, strengthening and stretching
in a friendly, supportive
environment. Large,window filled
studio lends itself to a completely
satisfying workout.

Jazz-fit...
A dancy fitness warm-up, fol-
lowed by core strengthening,
dance technique and fun rou-
tines.

Twinkletoes Ballet
Ages 2-3

Footlights on
Broadway Camp
Two Groups
Ages 6-7 & 8-10
June 27-July 1,
Daily 12-4pm

Dance Fantasy Camp
Ages 4-5
July 5 - July 9,
Daily 9:30-12

For Youth-Teens
Starshine Drama Camp and Dance Intensive
July 11-July 23, Weekdays
(Drama, 12-4:30) (Dance, 4:30-6)

Summer Company I with Florian Rouiller
Intermediate-Advanced students age 13 and up
July 5-July 9, Weekdays 4-7pm,
Saturday 10am-1pm
Parent Open House Friday 6pm

Summer Company II with Florian Rouiller
Intermediate-Advanced students age 13 and up
July 25-July 29, Daily 4-7pm
Parent Open House Friday 6pm

PreTeen-Adult
Ongoing Intermediate Classes Classical and
Contemporary Ballet , Jazz and Modern
Age 12 and up T/Th 10-11:15 or 1-2:15
Barre, Stretch, Center Adagio,Pirouettes, Petit Allegro,
Grand Allegro, Pointe, Classical Variation
In Contemporary class, elements of modern and jazz included

Ballet... Jazz... Tap... Modern... FitnessBallet... Jazz... Tap... Modern... Fitness

Rehearsing ‘Emeralds’ from ‘The Necklace’ Ballet. for May Performance:
Katherine Boruff, Kate Fitzgerald, Rebecca Anger, Kristen Beckwith, Bridget Hott,
Lauren Megrue, Karsyn Lawler, Ashley O’Banion

photo John Theresa D’Alessandro

Rehearsing ‘All That
Jazz’ for May per-
formance: Rebecca
Anger, Katherine
Boruff, Bridget Hott,
Kate Fitzgerald. (not
pictured-Leah
McSteen, Paige
Evans, Lauren
Megrue)

photo John
Theresa D’Alessandro

Rehearsing  ‘One ‘
from ‘A Chorus Line’
for May performance:
Dylan Murphy, Sam
Zimmerman, Page
Tofil, Gabrielle White,
Karsyn Lawler, Holly
Lundeen, Sara
Warrington. ( not pic-
tured- Mary Hagen
Grow, Alex Grieco,
Emily Hines, Adrianna
Lundgren, Maddy
Neuberger)

photo John
Theresa D’Alessandro


