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For Immediate Release 

AYPO Bids Fond Farewell to Executive Director Tomoko Azuma 
 

Annandale, VA, September 24, 2010: After eight seasons with the American Youth Philharmonic Orchestras, Executive Director 

Tomoko Azuma announced her resignation from the organization effective October 1, 2010. 

 

"I will definitely miss everyone at AYPO! It has been such a big part of my life these past eight 

years and I am very grateful to have spent that time working with such passionate and 

dedicated people. I wish everyone at AYPO, especially our young musicians, the absolute 

best," said Azuma. 

 

Working with the Board of Directors during her five year tenure as Executive Director, Azuma 

built the organization’s assets by 230%, from $311,000 to $716,000, and oversaw the 

establishment of the AYPO Endowment, a milestone in the organization’s 45 year history. 

Under her leadership, the artistic staff expanded from five members to eight and resources for 

AYPO’s young musicians (including sectional coachings, better concert halls for all of the 

orchestras, and dedicated staffing) increased significantly. Azuma also expanded the 

organization’s fundraising plan, helped systematize its approach to its annual fund and grants programs, and strengthened 

relationships with AYPO’s donor base. She managed and executed the search for AYPO’s new Music Director from 2008 to 

2010, which led to the appointment of Daniel Spalding as AYPO’s Music Director in April 2010. Lastly, Azuma directed 

improvements in communication between AYPO and its constituents by establishing a new website and instituting a robust e-

communications program with staff. 

 

“AYPO has prospered under her management, and we wish her all the best in her future endeavors. We will miss her,” said 

Margaret S. Adams, President of the AYPO Board of Directors. 

 

The AYPO Board of Directors and administrative staff are working closely to develop “a transition plan that will allow us to 

smoothly continue our work for our musicians and our orchestras,” said Adams. “The Executive Director is the leading, visible, 

articulate champion and manager of the American Youth Philharmonic Orchestras and we want to choose the best candidate 

for the position. I look forward to announcing the appointment as soon as possible.” 

 

AYPO will post the job description for Executive Director on its website: www.aypo.org. 

 

About AYPO: Recognized as one of the leading orchestral training programs in the nation, the American Youth Philharmonic 

Orchestras (AYPO) provides competitive world-class training and performance opportunities for young musicians ages 7 - 21. 

With nationally recognized conductors led by Music Director Daniel Spalding, a dedicated professional staff, and a host of 

volunteers, AYPO annually selects and trains over 400 of the most talented young musicians from throughout the Washington 

D.C. Metropolitan area. AYPO is the Youth Orchestra in Residence at George Mason University’s Center for the Arts and was 

selected by the Catalogue for Philanthropy as “one of the best small nonprofits in the Greater Washington region.” 
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