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      How do we get to Carnegie Hall?!?! 
 Mark your calendars!  It’s time for a road trip!  The American Youth Philharmonic® is head-
ing to New York City.  Sunday, January 13, 2002 at 2 in the afternoon marks AYP’s debut in the 
legendary Carnegie Hall.   
 Joined by world-renowned trumpeter Arturo Sandoval and NSO trumpeter and AYP coach, 
Adel Sanchez, the AYP will perform Vivaldi’s Concerto for Two Trumpets.  The program will 
also include music composed by Mr. Sandoval for the movie “For Love or Country”, de Falla’s 
The Three Cornered Hat, and Haydn’s Trumpet Concerto. 
 Arturo Sandoval was born in Cuba and has been living in the United States since 1990.  He 
is known internationally as a jazz and classical artist and for bringing Latin influence to Ameri-
can jazz. 
 Carnegie Hall seats nearly 2,500 patrons and presents hundreds of concerts a year of all gen-
res: classical, jazz, dance, pop, and non-Western music.  
AYP Orchestras will make available day-trip buses for 
people interested in attending the concert. 

“Firsts” for the American Youth  
Philharmonic Orchestras 

   Webcast      Carnegie Hall      On-line Vivace!      NEA Grant    
 On June 1, 2001, we became the first youth symphony to have a full concert webcast available 
on-demand from our website.  The April 1, 2001 American Youth Philharmonic concert at GW’s 
Lisner Auditorium featuring soprano Linda Hohenfeld is available for viewing at http://
www.ayporchestras.org.  Not only is the concert available, but also program notes, lesson plans 
that teachers can use in conjunction with the webcast, and biographies. 
 In January of 2002, the AYP will make their debut at Carnegie Hall in New York City.  (See 
the extended article below.) 
 The previous edition of Vivace! was done entirely on-line.  Announcement postcards were 
sent out with the contents of the on-line newsletter.  We wanted to explore that format because of 
the lack of space restrictions.  If you had problems viewing this edition, go to the website and hit 
“Refresh/Reload”.  The link is on the front page! 
 AYP Orchestras has received a grant from the National Endowment for the Arts for the Music 
Buddies Mentorship Program.  The grant money will be used to help document the program and 
turn it into a national model for outreach and education. 

The AYP bass section is joined by alumni for Sym-
phony Spectacular on June 3, 2001 at George Mason 
University Center for the Arts.  Many alumni at-
tended the concert.  Some people have commented 
that this was the most exciting Symphony Spectacular 
with double brass sections for AYSO’s Pines of Rome 
and AYP’s 1812 Overture. 

Photos ©2001 Robert Nase 



Vivace! 

ALUMNI NEWS!!! 
 
We would love to hear 
from you.  Please keep in 
touch! Send e-mail, fax 
or call us with what you 
are doing — musical or 
non-musical.  You can 
also submit information 
via the website and we 
will post your news on 
the site. 
 
Elizabeth Adams (AYP, 
VYS and CO, ’92-’00) just 
completed her freshman at 
Yale, where she plays in Yale 
Symphony (with Hart 
Squires) as well as two other 
undergraduate orchestras. 
 
Jeff Boyce (VYS double bass 
'68-'73) played string bass in 
the youth symphony for 
several years, back in its 
infancy. He became a sales 
and marketing executive in 
the computer business with 
IBM and other companies. 
Jeff has been away from 
NoVa for 24 years and is 
coming back as an Executive 
Vice President for a new 
company in McLean. Jeff 
turned his string bass playing 
into electric bass, recording 
and performing with 
Inquiring Minds in Atlanta 
during the 90s and performing 
in several little theater acting 
roles in Atlanta and Baltimore 
over the past few years.  He is 
now married with 3 boys, the 
youngest attending Berklee 
College of Music studying 
piano and composition.  Jeff 
has just joined AYPO’s Board 
of Directors. 
 
Nicole Cash (AYP French 
horn JYS, YSO ‘90-’95) won 
the position of Third Horn in 
the Dallas Symphony 
Orchestra.  She begins with 
the DSO in September. 
 
Emily Cornelius (AYP violin 
'00) recently was a soloist 
with the Richmond 
Symphony as the winner of 
the Richmond Symphony 
Orchestra League's Student 
Concerto Competition. She 
performed the first movement 
of Sibelius's Violin Concerto. 
 
Barry McCommon (AYSO 
& AYP, '84-'90) Since 
moving to Philadelphia to 
attend The Curtis Institute of 
Music, Barry has been one of  

2 

Robert C. Eckert, AYP Orchestras 
President, Episcopal High School 
Jan Mulvaney, AYP Orchestras 
Vice-President, Fairfax County  
Public Schools 
Marjorie Rosenberg,  
AYP Orchestras Secretary 
Montgomery County Public Schools 
Ilryong Moon, AYP Orchestras 
Treasurer 
Moon, Park & Associates 
Margaret Adams 
Civic Leader 
Filberto Agusti 
Steptoe & Johnson 
Michael Blakeslee 
Music Educators National Conference 
Jeffrey Boyce 
Managed Objects  
Amy Callis 
Freddie Mac 
Marie C. Canny 
Fairfax County Public Schools 
William Delphos 
Delphos International 

Daryl Friedman 
The Recording Academy 
Jennifer Himes 
Fairfax County Public Schools 
Steve Hockett 
Hunters Woods School for Art and 
Technology 
Katherine R. Hutt 
Nautilus Communications, Inc. 
Kurt Krause 
Marriott International 
Alfred Kromholz 
The MITRE Corporation 
Melanie Leopold 
Verizon 
David Piazza 
Gemplex Internet 
Dalton Potter 
Potter's Violin Shop 
William Reeder 
George Mason University 
James Ross 
University of Maryland 
Skye Schell 
U.S. Department of Energy 

Vivian Sisskin 
University of Maryland 
Judy Smith 
Virginia Tech 
Alvin Trask 
St. Stephen's and St. Agnes School 
Anthony Willett 
Federal Aviation Administration 
Frederick Winter  
Carole Wysocki 
National Symphony Orchestra 
Lisandro del Cid, Emeritus 
The MITRE Corporation 
Cheryl Richardson, Emeritus 
Genetics & IVF Institute 
 

Special Thanks to our  
departing members: 

Sara Leonard 
Marion McInturff 

Lola Reinsch-Pierce 
Marjorie Rosenberg 

James Walters 
B. John Williams 
Jessica Sammis 

AYP Orchestras Announces the 2001-2002 Board of Directors 

Save the Date — Upcoming AYP Orchestras Events 

Sunday, September 9, 2001— Orientation for everyone in all four orchestras 
 New and Returning Members are required to attend. Come meet your section! 
Monday, September 10, 2001 — First Rehearsals for all orchestras begin at 7pm 
 AYP, AYCO and AYSE at Langley HS and AYSO at Cooper Middle School 
 
Season Overture — A Benefit Recital at the Korean Embassy 
 Sunday, October 21, 2001 
 Call (703) 642-8051x24 for Ticket Information 

AYP Orchestras Office Main Phone Number (703) 642-8051 
x22 Education/Outreach: tickets, chamber, mentorship, website, Vivace! 

x23 Executive Director 
x24 Development: fundraising, alumni relations 
x25 General Manager: all orchestra operations 

x31 Concert Information Line: pre-recorded concert information 
x35 Musician Absence Line: to report an absence 

x36 Information Hotline: pre-recorded rehearsal updates 
Fax: (703) 642-8054  E-mail: info@ayporchestras.org 

  Website:  www.ayporchestras.org 

WHO 

CAN 

YOU 

CALL? 



3 

Vivace! 

(Alumni News Continued) 
 
Philadelphia’s busiest bass 
trombonists. Freelancing in  
both the classical and 
commercial/jazz scenes, he is 
a member of The Brass 
Experience. 
 
Esther McLeod (JYS, YSO 
'88-'93) is currently teaching 
elementary and middle 
school band in five private 
schools through the 
Baltimore Instrumental 
Music Program. 
 
Jennifer Montone (JYS, 
AYP French horn ‘90-’95) 
won the position of Associate 
Principal Horn in the Dallas 
Symphony Orchestra.  
Jennifer won the job after a 
one year position as 
Associate Principal/Third 
horn. 
 
Amanda Weik (AYP viola 
'92-'94) graduated from the 
University of North Carolina 
at Greensboro in December 
1998. She is currently 
teaching high school and 
middle school orchestra in 
Charlotte, NC. Amanda was 
named the outstanding first 
year orchestra teacher award 
for Charlotte-Mecklenburg 
Schools for 1999-2000. Last 
year both of her orchestras 
received superior ratings at 
Contest-Festival. Amanda is 
getting married on December 
15, 2001 to Chad Turner, her 
college sweetheart. She 
performs regularly with the 
Charlotte Repertory 
Orchestra. In addition to 
teaching and performing 
Amanda has a studio of 20 
private students. 
 
Russell Williams, piano, has 
been busy!  Russell was 
asked to join ALERT, which 
stands for "Air Land 
Emergency Resource Team" 
to assist them in organizing 
band camps at their new 
facility in Texas. It is a 
private program operated in a 
similar manner to the Red 
Cross. Russell stayed in 
Texas for three months, then 
returned and joined the Navy 
in the field of nuclear 
propulsion (which is not 
directly related to nuclear 
weapons). 

Chamber Music: What and Why? 
By Frank S. Gazda, AYPO Coach CHAMBER MUSIC 

RECITAL A HUGE 
SUCCESS!!! 

 
Seven groups comprised of 
members of AYP Orchestras 
four orchestras performed at 
the luxurious Westfields 
Marriott in Chantilly, VA on 
Sunday, May 6, 2001.  The 
audience was the largest of 
any Chamber Recital in the 
AYP Orchestras history!  
The 2000-2001 groups were: 
 
The Dolce Quartet 
Cathy Liu, violin 
Susie Mackert, violin 
Danielle Pak, viola 
Lauren Hunt, ‘cello 
Eva Cappelletti-Chao, coach 
 
Quartetto Allegro 
Ana Quijano, violin 
Shoma Kimura, violin 
Marty Piazza, viola 
Charlaine Prescott, ‘cello 
Tsuna Sakamoto, coach 
 
AYP String Trio 
Rachelle Hunt, violin 
Carolyn Forte, violin 
Amanda Walker, viola 
Jennifer Rickard, coach 
 
Ala Gusto 
Adele Paz, flute 
Lauren Sileo, flute 
Andrew Yee, ‘cello 
Albert Hunt, coach 
 
The Capitol Trio 
Jordan Delphos, violin 
Whitney Delphos, ‘cello 
Helen Sim, piano 
Peter Dabrowski, coach 
 
The Atticus Quintet 
Bobby Raymond, violin 
Lisa McGinnis, violin 
Russell Graney, viola 
Ashley Walters, ‘cello 
Amanda Rice-Johnston, bass 
Cheri Collins, coach 
Daniel Lewin, coach 
 
The AYP String Quartet 
Jennifer Kim, violin 
Chris Franke, violin 
Timothy LaCrosse, viola 
Brian Hatton, ‘cello 
Lisa-Beth Lambert, coach 
 
 
If you are interested in 
signing up for Chamber 
Music, call the Coordinator 
of Education and Outreach 
at 703-642-8051x22 

 Chamber music is a term that encompasses any ensemble that functions without a 
conductor.  It can be any size from a duet up to an octet or even larger.  The most com-
mon chamber music groups with the most music available are: 
  String Quartet (2 violins, viola, cello) 
  Piano Trio (piano, violin, and cello) 
  Brass Quintet (2 trumpets, French horn, trombone and either tuba or 
  bass trombone) 
  Woodwind Quintet (flute, oboe, clarinet, French horn, and bassoon) 
 No conductor?  Who keeps everyone together?  Who makes the decision about 
how fast or how loud or just how to play something?  Who picks the members of the 
group? 
 The answer to all of these questions is what makes chamber music special:  The 
performers! 
 For starters, the groups are organized by the performers.  Chamber music gives 
musicians the chance to play in a small group with friends and even make new friends.  
How do you form your own group?  Well, is your best friend sitting all of the way 
across stage in the cello section?  Get together in a string quartet!  Do you think that 
new trumpet player is really good?  Ask them to play in a brass quintet!  Have you ever 
been unable to play music that challenges you because the other players in the group 
could not handle it?  Put together a group with the best players that you can find, and 
see if you're all up to the challenge! 
 So, who keeps everyone together?  Everyone in the group, that's who!  By watch-
ing and listening very closely to everyone else, the performers all stay together, so they 
have to keep their noses out of their music and on each other.  This also means that they 
can take more liberties with the music.  Say that today you feel like really stretching out 
that solo in the slow movement?  Do it, and everyone will follow you.  Remember, it’s 
a two way street.  When someone else has a solo make sure that you follow them.  This 
leads us to... 
 Who makes the musical decisions?  Everyone in the group!  Let’s say that one 
player thinks this movement should be really fast, and someone else thinks that it 
should be slower.  What do they do?  Play it both ways, then vote!  Chamber music is a 
democracy.  Groups with odd numbers (trios, quintets, etc.) are great because they can 
vote and it will never be a tie.  In a chamber group everyone has equal say, but also has 
to be willing to compromise.  One player can’t get their way all of the time. 
 Playing in a chamber group makes you a better musician.  The experience gained 
by really listening to everyone around you and by making musical decisions for your-
self makes it so easy to sit in a section in the orchestra.  It is easier to play in tune, to 
blend and to match with your section.  Conductors and audition panels notice that kind 
of experience! 
 So, these are the good things about chamber music: playing with friends, making 
your own decisions, becoming a better musician, and getting to play some great music 
that you will not play in the orchestra.  So what are the negatives? 
 In chamber music the parts are often harder than orchestral parts, and they are 
much more exposed.  If someone can’t play a part in a chamber group everyone knows 
it, fast!  Since the musicians get to organize a group, that means that they have to organ-
ize it!  If the members of the ensemble don’t get together and schedule a rehearsal, 
there’s no rehearsal!  If there’s no rehearsal, the group sounds bad.  And while the per-
formers get all of the credit for a good performance, they also get the blame if it doesn’t 
go so well.  Every member must be willing to schedule the rehearsals, be there on time 
(which means early), and be well prepared.  The group also usually has to arrange their 
own performances by contacting churches, libraries, schools, senior residences and 
anyplace else that might be interested. 
 Success in a chamber group comes down to responsibility.  Responsibility to know 
the music well, to schedule the concerts, to organize the rehearsals, and to be there on 
time, every time.  When a group really commits itself to excel, the experience is ex-
traordinary for the performers and the audience alike, and the sky's the limit! 

 Every year all members of the American Youth Philharmonic Orchestras have the opportu-
nity to participate in a chamber music ensemble.  Students may assemble their own ensembles, or 
the AYP Orchestras staff can place you in a group. 
 Once you are in a group, the AYPO will reserve a room for you to rehearse in, buy the 
music for you to play, and hire a coach.  What is a coach?  The chamber coaches on the AYPO 
staff are all professional musicians who have years of experience performing chamber music.  
They will help you pick music that is appropriate for the ensemble, and they will meet with you to 
teach you about how to play chamber music.  They don’t conduct, but they guide you through 
learning and interpreting the music.  Chamber groups meet on Mondays from 5:30 to 6:30. 
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Audition Wrap-Up 
 
As the 2001-2002 season 
approaches, another 
round of auditions has 
just ended.  This June, 
hundreds of students 
auditioned for 
approximately 330 
positions in AYP 
Orchestras’ four 
ensembles.  The 
auditions were very 
competitive, as always. 
 
Students who were 
accepted can be proud of 
their accomplishment. 
 
AYP Orchestras hopes 
that those who were not 
accepted will continue 
their musical studies and 
audition again next year. 
 
Preparatory level strings 
who were not accepted to 
the program will be 
invited to a special 
workshop in the fall. 
 
With auditions over, we 
look forward to a new 
season with a lot of 
exciting ‘firsts’. 
 

*** 
 
Positions currently 
open for the 2001-2002 
season include:  string 
bass-advanced level, 
tuba-advanced level, 
trombone-advanced 
level, trumpet-advanced 
level, French horn-
preparatory level, bass 
trombone-preparatory 
and advanced level, and 
bassoon-preparatory 
level. 
 
If you know anyone who is 
interested in auditioning 
for these positions, please 
call the General Manager 
at (703) 642-8051x25 for 
more information or to 
arrange an audition. 

Music Buddies Mentorship Program:  An Insider’s Story 
by Brian Ashby, AYSO Percussionist 

The 2000-2001 Music Buddies Mentors were: 
Brian Ashby, percussion; Jordan Delphos, violin; Scott Firestone, trumpet 

Carolyn Forte, violin; Danny Hoover, bass trombone; Robert Houpe, percussion 
Terry Hsiung, violin; Saki Kurose, violin; Amanda Rice-Johnston, double bass 

Robert Schutz, trombone; Lara Simonton, double bass 
 
Congratulations on a job well done!  The Music Buddies Program culminated on June 4, 2001 with 
the First Annual Showcase at Luther Jackson Middle School.  The mentors talked about what they 
worked on in lessons and the students played short pieces for an audience of 80 people.  The Mu-
sic Buddies Program reached about 40 students.  Most Mentors taught one-on-one lessons, how-
ever a few of the Mentors worked with larger groups and sections of the band and orchestra. 
 
If you are in AYP or AYSO and are in grade 9-12 and you would like to be a Music Buddies Men-
tor, please read the information that was sent in your acceptance packet, or call the Coordinator 
of Education and Outreach at 703-642-8051x22. 

 My name is Brian Ashby, I am now a rising senior and a percussionist in AYP.  Last year I par-
ticipated in the Music Buddies mentor program and taught  two eighth graders at Luther Jackson 
Middle School in Falls Church.  I felt that I should return some of my talent to interested younger 
people, especially since qualified instruction is so hard to find on my instrument.  Neither of them 
would have otherwise received private instruction and it was new experience in many respects for 
both my students and myself. 
 I instructed my students in technique for mallet percussion and snare drum, as well as in several 
other musical capacities.  I helped them develop an overall sense of musicality, a tuning ear, sight-
reading skills, and a small bit of music theory.  I had my students attend the final AYSO/AYP con-
cert, which inspired them (hopefully to eventually audition), especially the percussion ensemble 
performance.  They also performed (the first solo performance for either) at an end of year Show-
case.  I also convinced one of my students to continue on into his high school band program and 
helped the other prepare for marching band drum line.  I was also informed by one of my student's 
parents that I had helped him to overcome his stage fright.   I think the program helps the students 
musically in an uncountable number of aspects, and keeps many students from losing interest in 
music in high school and their lives thereafter. 
 The program also helped me, both musically and personally.  I learned of many weak spots in 
my own playing, that I had either forgotten about or ignored, when I attempted to teach those tech-
niques.  I also learned the invaluable techniques of teaching and leadership, and how to keep the 
discipline and responsibility I asked of my students.  Lesson planning and even scheduling lessons 
turned out to be much more work than I had expected, but I think the challenge made me a much 
better person in the overall scheme.  I am glad in every respect that I became a Mentor. 
 I was lucky enough to have had attentive, fun, and determined students; although I have heard 
that not every orchestra member 
gets this opportunity.  Yet even 
under less-than-perfect circum-
stances, I think any mentoring 
situation can be made beneficial 
for both teacher and student.  
My experience was both enlight-
ening and fun, and I plan to re-
peat it this coming year.  I 
highly recommend signing up 
for the Music Buddies mentor 
program to anyone who really 
considers themselves a musi-
cian. 
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Community Collaborations:  The Value of an Internship 
By Nora Koerner, AYPO Development Intern 

AYP Orchestras Summer 2001 interns, Nora Koerner and Laura Woollen,  are sponsored in part by ExxonMobil. 

NAMES OF NOTE:  
CURRENT MEMBER 

NEWS 
 
William Russell, (AYP- tuba) has advanced 
to the final round of an international music 
competition to be held this summer. He will 
compete in the "Young Artist Tuba" solo 
competition to be held August 4 - 12, 2001, 
in Lahti, Finland, during the International 
Tuba and Euphonium Conference. This is the 
most prestigious tuba competition in the 
world. 
 
Benjamin Scott (AYP-violin) attended the 
Juilliard Violin Symposium in May. The 
faculty included: Itzhak Perlman, Dorothy 
DeLay, Cho-Liang Lin, and Robert McDuf-
fie. During the summer Benjamin will attend 
National Orchestral Institute at the Univ. of 
MD in June and the Tanglewood Institute, on 
full merit scholarship, in Boston during July-
Aug. 
 
Ted Botsford (AYP-bass) and Katie Packa 
(AYSE-bass) attended the International Soci-
ety of Bassists Annual Conference and par-
ticipated in the Youth Solo Competition. 
 
 

Chris Hahn (AYP- viola) has recently been 
accepted to the National Symphony Orches-
tra Youth Fellowship Program at the Ken-
nedy Center for 2001-02. This summer he 
will be attending Encore.  
 
Kathryn Farenish (AYCO-flute) was se-
lected for the 2001 Honor Band of America 
and attended the event from April 4-7 in Indi-
anapolis. A total of four high school students 
represented the state of Virginia and Kathryn 
was the only AYP Orchestras member this 
year.  It was a great concert and experience 
for Kathryn to meet people from all over the 
country. 
 
Carmen Collyns (AYSO-violin) won first 
place in the intermediate section of the 
Northern Virginia Music Teacher Association 
(NVMTA) Achievement Awards Scholarship 
Competition: Strings (Caurine Easterling). 
Emily Schelstrate (AYP-violin) won first 
place in the Senior section, and Ana Quijano 
(AYCO-violin) won second place in the Ele-
mentary section. 
 
Joseph Kromholz (AYP-violin) and Erica 
and Heather Macarthur (AYSO-violin) 
were selected to be soloists with the Fairfax 
County Library Rising Stars series next year. 
 

Lauren Sileo (AYP-flute) won the City of 
Fairfax Band competition. 
 
Emily Schelstrate (AYP-violin) took second 
place in the Bland Competition 
 
The NSO Young Soloist's Competition High 

School Division Finals 
Six of the eight finalists were AYPO mem-
bers: Nate Enns (AYP-trombone), Chris 
Franke (AYP-violin), Jae-Yeon Jennifer 
Kim (AYP-violin), Stephanie Lai (AYP-
cello), Jessica Sammis (AYP-cello), and 
Andrew Yee (AYP-cello)  The winner was 
Stephanie Lai, with Jennifer Kim and Jes-
sica Sammis gaining Honorable Mentions. 
 
Winners of the Fairfax Symphony Feuer 
Competition:   
1st place - Stephanie Lai (AYP-cello);  
2nd place - Andrew Yee (AYP-cello)  
3rd place - Eugene Kim (AYP-violin) 
 
 

Names of Note submissions:   
Please mail, fax or e-mail your current mu-

sician’s special accomplishments to 
info@ayporchestras.org or see our  

contact information on page 2. 

 I am very happy to be working with AYP Orchestras this summer.  I am a rising junior arts management major at Shenan-
doah University, in Winchester, VA.  This internship is a part of my curriculum to graduate; it is usually done senior year in 
the spring, but I had this wonderful opportunity and arranged to get credit earlier.  An internship is a vital part of the pre-
graduation experience.  It’s an excellent way to make contacts, and learn the little things that are beneficial wherever you may 
land after finishing school.   
 A good definition of an internship is stated in my syllabus.  It reads, “The internship is not a job.  A person hired to do a 
job is employed because of the skills they already possess.  An intern is engaged to develop skills that they have previously 
only studied in a classroom.  Students may make a real contribution to the host organization and hosts often hire many stu-
dents after graduation, but the prime motivation for the internship is learning.”   
 Sometimes paid, sometimes not, internships allow a person to discover if what they’re studying is really what they want to 
do.  Finding out if you’re in the right major might be able to save you and your parents some money in the long run.  Even if 
you aren’t being paid, the value of an internship can be priceless; it can open doors for you that would not have been available 
to you without one.  If you put in the same effort as those being paid, the organization will see your dedication and know you 
want to be there.  This type of experience can be the feature that makes your resume stand out among others. 
 For myself, working in non-profit is something I’ve been studying and wanting to learn more about, so this internship has 
been very beneficial to me.  Working in development, I have had experiences with grant proposals, processing incoming dona-
tions, and other valuable concepts I would have been unable to learn in the classroom.  This internship has given me the op-
portunity to focus on an aspect of non-profit that I have much interest in working with after graduation. 
 This fall I will have my hands full as Secretary of the Student Government Association and President of the Organization 
of Arts Management Students.  I welcome any questions about Shenandoah University (for those of you embarking on the 
college search process) and internships (for those of you wondering where to start); please feel free to contact me through 
AYP.  For those of you who have just graduated, good luck in your future endeavors, and I hope that you will have the chance 
to experience the value of an internship.   
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The AYP Experience 
By Jessica Sammis, AYP Cellist and Student Representative to the Board of Directors 2001-2002 

The American Youth Philharmonic, under the baton of 
Music Director, Luis Haza, performs at GW’s Lisner 
Auditorium in April 2001. 

 When I joined AYP in 1996, I had no idea the experience would have such a profound effect on my 
musical, intellectual, and personal life.  I never could have imagined that I would travel to Russia, solo with 
an orchestra, or most importantly, form some of my most enduring friendships.  It is this aspect of music 
making --  the sometimes undervalued social side -- which has fostered much of AYP's nurturing environ-
ment and success. 
 My sophomore year, I left AYP and began attending a music boarding school in New England.  After 
the camaraderie and friendliness I came to take for granted in AYP, boarding school provided a harsh 
awakening reality of the music business.  I entered a world where students endured scathing criticism from 
each other, to the extent that many were afraid to use the practice rooms or play for fellow musicians. 
 This unfortunate mentality seeped into youth orchestra playing as well.  Despite a conductor who was 
vehemently opposed to the cut-throat atmosphere of music schools, many students seemed more engaged 
by the orchestral "pecking order" than the purpose of the music.  I learned that in the highest tiers of youth 
orchestra playing, students are generally racked by such anxiety and competitive drive that music becomes 
a joyless enterprise. 
 I'm proud to say that AYP is an exception to this trend.  We are the only youth orchestra I know of that 
combines musical mastery with an attitude of genuine camaraderie.  Cliché as it sounds, I have learned im-

portant lessons about music and life from numerous 
players in AYP, and have become significantly more 
confident in my cello playing. 
 As I leave this organization, I would like to remind 
musicians in all of the orchestras to contribute both mu-
sically and personally in your communities.  Music re-
volves around the ability of people to express them-
selves openly and communicate convincingly, and I 
hope you will continue to reveal your passion to next 
year's audiences.  Thank you, and I will miss you! 

STAFF NOTES 
 Congratulations to B. John Williams, Jr., AYP Or-
chestras’ former Legal Counsel, who has been nomi-
nated by President Bush as Chief Counsel for the Internal 
Revenue Service. 
 AYP Orchestras bids farewell to Tracy Roussey, Ex-
ecutive Director.  Tracy has been with AYP Orchestras as 
Executive Director for 3 years and was Program Manager 
for 3 years.  Tracy will be working as Director of Associa-
tion Services for NAIFA and will be spending more time 
with her family. 
 On June 23rd, Bonnie Hudson, conductor of String 
Ensemble, and Carl Jeff Bianchi, conductor of Sym-
phonic Orchestra were honored by the Fairfax 
County Board of Supervisors on the occasion of 
their 10th Anniversaries with AYP Orchestras. 
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Congratulations 2001 Graduates! 
Listed below are the 53 graduates of the American Youth Philharmonic Orchestras Ensembles. 

We wish them much success in their future endeavors. 
Please stay in touch!  Keep us posted on your activities: 4026 Hummer Road, Annandale, VA 22003 info@ayporchestras.org 

 
Name 
Kristen Armstrong 
Merah Baird 
Andrew Bovill 
Daniel Burns 
Laura Carr 
Michael Celia 
Derek Chinworth 
Elizabeth Connors 
Kimberly Deckant 
Giselle Eastman 
Nathan Enns 
Eve Fairbanks 
Erika Grimm 
Charles Han 
Kristen Handy 
Daniel Hoover 
Robert Houpe 
Terry Hsiung 
Travis Jaeger 
Julianne Kim 
Natalie Lewis 
Benjamin Malick 
Karina Mangu-Ward 
Lisa McGinnis 
Jody McLaurin 
Stephen Meyer 
Johanna Morrow 
Leilei Ni 
Bethany Owens 
Ipek Ozulu 
Adele Paz 
Gregory Reinfeld 
Amanda Rice-Johnston 
James Richardson 
William Russell 
Jessica Sammis 
Skye Schell 
Monika Schleier-Smith 
Robert Schutz 
Benjamin Scott 
Nathan Sherrard 
Becky Shirk 
Adam Smith 
Mary Steinberg 
Brooke Robert Stoddard 
Anna Thoman 
Kiera Thompson 
Amanda Walker 
Jonathan Walsh 
Ashley Walters 
Nina Wexell 
Angel Wu 
Hana Yim  

 
Instrument 
Clarinet 
Horn 
Viola 
Percussion 
Violin 
Trumpet 
Trombone 
Bassoon 
Flute 
Clarinet 
Trombone 
Violin 
Oboe 
Cello 
Bassoon 
Bass Trombone 
Percussion 
Violin 
Violin 
Violin 
Horn 
Trumpet 
Oboe 
Violin 
Oboe 
Violin 
Harp 
Clarinet 
Viola 
Violin 
Flute 
Viola 
Bass 
Horn 
Tuba 
Cello 
Percussion 
Violin 
Trombone 
Violin 
Horn 
Clarinet 
Horn 
Flute 
Violin 
Clarinet 
Clarinet 
Viola 
Trumpet 
Cello 
Oboe 
Violin 
Violin 

Last  
Ensemble 
SO 
SO 
SO 
AYP 
AYP 
AYP 
SO 
AYP 
AYP 
AYP 
AYP 
AYP 
AYP 
AYP 
AYP 
AYP 
AYP 
AYP 
AYP 
AYP 
AYP 
AYP 
SO 
AYP 
AYP 
AYP 
AYP 
AYP 
SO 
AYP 
AYP 
AYP 
AYP 
AYP 
AYP 
AYP 
AYP 
AYP 
AYP 
AYP 
SO 
SO 
SO 
SO 
AYP 
AYP 
AYP 
AYP 
AYP 
AYP 
AYP 
AYP 
AYP 

 
College/University/Conservatory 
University of Michigan 
College of William and Mary 
Northern Virginia Comm. College 
not on file 
Whitman College 
Baldwin-Wallace Conservatory 
U. of Massachusetts 
Indiana University 
Emory University 
Louisiana State University 
New England Conservatory 
Yale University 
Florida State University 
Mass. Institute of Technology 
University of Maryland 
West Virginia University 
University of North Texas 
University of Virginia 
James Madison University 
U. of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign 
New England Conservatory 
U. of Cincinnati - Cons. of Music 
not on file 
College of William and Mary 
Indiana University 
Yale University 
University of Minnesota 
University of Pennsylvania 
Indiana Weslyan University 
Virginia Tech 
Emory University 
Ithaca College 
Michigan State University 
Manhattan School of Music 
Arizona State University 
Northwestern University 
Rice University 
Harvard College 
Penn State University 
New England Conservatory 
Duke University 
Oberlin College 
College of Wooster 
College of William and Mary 
Princeton University 
Princeton University 
New England Conservatory 
University of Maryland 
Princeton University 
Vanderbilt University 
Brown University 
not on file 
James Madison University 

 
Major/Minor 
Musicology/English 
International Relations 
Comp. Science/Music/Outdoor Rec. 
not on file 
Pre-Med./Music 
Music Education/Psychology 
Political Science/Constitutional Law  
Music Performance/Art History 
French/Internat’l Studies-Relations 
Computer Graphics/Design/Music 
Music 
Literature/Voice/Visual Art 
Music Performance/Visual Arts 
Engineering/Music 
Music Perf./Physical Therapy 
Music Performance 
Music Performance 
Engineering/Music/Commerce 
English/Biology 
International Relationship 
Music Performance 
Music Education/Music Performance 
not on file 
Pre-Med. 
Music Performance 
Music/French/History 
Child Psychology/Harp Performance 
Computer Science/Economics/Math 
Music Education 
Information Systems/Music 
English/Music Perf/Journalism 
Communications-Audio Production 
Performing Arts 
Music Performance 
Music Performance 
Music Performance 
Comp. Science/History 
Physics/Mathematics 
Business 
Music Performance/Orchestra 
Computer Engineering/Science 
Environment Sci./Music Performance 
Philosophy/Political Science 
Biology 
Undecided 
Economics/Music 
Music 
Music Education/Performance 
Biology/Performance Certificate 
Music Performance/Neuroscience 
Undecided 
not on file 
Music Performance/Music Education 
 
 
 
Data compiled and edited by Nora Koerner 



DID YOU KNOW? 
Tuition covers less than 50% of the actual cost of 
participating in AYP Orchestras.  Your generous 
support helps make our program a success.  Please 
use the enclosed envelope for your gift.   
THANK YOU! 

Non-profit  
Organization 
U.S. Postage 

PAID 
Permit #6467 

Merrifield, VA 4026 Hummer Road 
Annandale, VA 22003 
 

www.ayporchestras.org 

  Call 703-818-0300 for more information. 
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