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Vivace! 
SEASON OVERTURE HONORS 20TH YEAR ANNIVERSARY OF 
ARTISTIC DIRECTOR LUIS HAZA 
 
On October 22, 2003, the American 
Youth Philharmonic Orchestras held a 
celebration in recognition of the twentieth 
year anniversary of our esteemed Music 
Director, Maestro Luis Haza.  The 
Season Overture, a benefit recital and 
reception which traditionally kicks off 
AYP Orchestras’ concert season, took 
place that evening at the lovely 
Residence of the Ambassador of the 
Republic of Korea in Washington, D.C.   
 
Traditionally, Maestro Haza donates his musicianship for the Season 
Overture, but this year distinguished alumni from the AYP paid tribute to 
Maestro Haza and his commitment to youth by sharing their talents in 
solo and chamber performances.  Cellist Alison Bazala, violinist Eugene 
Dovgalyuk, bassoonist Elizabeth Roberts, cellist Yumi Kendall, bassist 
Greg Watkins, and pianist Jennifer Hayghe all contributed to the 
evening’s recital with outstanding performances. 
 
As guests arrived, the tone of the evening was set by the sound of harp 
music, provided by AYP musician Sara Franke.  The event, hosted by 
Ambassador Sung Joo Han and his wife, included special guests William 
McSweeny and his wife Dorothy (who honored Luis with congratulatory 
speeches), AYP Orchestras’ board members, parents, and musicians.  
 
Beginning the evening’s recital was cellist Alison Bazala, who gave an 
elegant, lyrical rendition of Saint-Saens’ The Swan.  Next on the program 
was a finessed performance of Dvorak’s Slavonic Dance No. 1 in G minor 
by violinist Eugene Dovgalyuk and a solo bassoon showpiece by 

(Continued on page 2) 

Maestro Haza thanks those who honored 
him that evening at the Season Overture. 
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Mignone titled Aquela Modinha Que O Villa Nao Escreveu 
performed by bassoonist Elizabeth Roberts.  A passionate 
performance of Bach’s Prelude from the Suite No. 6 came 
next from cellist Yumi Kendall and Mozart’s Sonata for 
Bassoon and Cello followed afterwards with an 
expressive, poised performance by both Elizabeth and 
Alison.  And then, there was the bass solo.  With his 
stomping, thumping, howling, and comic narration, Greg 
Watkins entertained audience members with Deak’s 
B.B.Wolf—An Apologia.  Though a tough act to follow, 
pianist Jennifer Hayghe nevertheless captivated everyone 
with her explosive performance of Liszt’s Hungarian 
Rhapsody No.6.  Closing the evening were three 
traditional Korean Folk Songs, performed with youthful 
vigor by current members of AYP Orchestras:  Lena Yim, 
Jamie Kim, Marty Piazza, Alicia Ward, and Roxana 
Anvari. 
 
Following the performances, tributes were read to 
Maestro Haza from both Leonard Slatkin and former NSO 
conductor, Mistilav Rostropovich, who honored Maestro 
Haza’s  “dedication to youth” and the way in which he has 
“lovingly fostered” the orchestras’ young musicians over 
the past 20 years.  Tributes were also received from 
world-class performers Arturo Sandoval and Paquito 
D’Riviera, as well as area colleagues and AYP alumni. 
 

(Continued from page 1) A reception, catered by the George Washington 
University Club and Catering Solutions, followed the 
recital and included many delicious hors d’oeuvres.  
Guests were treated to an additional string quartet 
performance by AYP musicians Lena Yim, Jamie 
Kim, Marty Piazza, and Alicia Ward. 
 
Many thanks to all of the performers who shared 
their talents that evening.  Special thanks to Bette 
Gawinski, AYP Orchestras’ Executive Director, who 
did an outstanding job handling all the logistical 
details for the event.   Also, recognition and 
gratitude goes to Board Member Jim Walters and 
Robert Truelove of the George Washington 
University Club and Catering Solutions, who made 
possible the generous donation of catering for the 
evening. 
 
In response to the event, Maestro Haza indicated, 
“Everything I do in my life, I try to somehow link to 
the strengthening of our phenomenal orchestra 
program.  The musical development of our individual 
students has been and always will be my greatest 
source of inspiration and satisfaction.”  AYP 
Orchestras proudly salutes the dedication, 
generosity, and spirit of this remarkable teacher and 
musician. 
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Clockwise from top left:  Yumi Kendall embraces Bach while Alison Bazala and Elizabeth Roberts lilt through Mozart.  A 
howling Greg Watkins performs B.B. Wolf and, at recital’s end, Eugene Dovgalyuk gives a heartfelt hug to the Maestro.  
Backstage, AYP musicians Lena Yim, Jamie Kim, Roxana Anvari, Marty Piazza, and Alicia Ward group together for a pre-
performance huddle with staff member Tomoko Azuma.  Onstage, Lena and 
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HELP WANTED! 
After 3 years, the T-shirt lady 
would like to retire!  Interested 
parent volunteers should be 
detail-oriented, enthusiastic, 
interested in sales, and have a 
space to keep the merchandise at 
home.  Attendance at all AYPO 
concerts is necessary.  The t-shirt 
lady will provide training 
throughout the remainder of the 
2003-2004 season and will help 
our new merchandise volunteer 
get on their feet.  For more 
information, or to volunteer, 
p lease  con tac t  Mered i th 
Magwire, (703) 642-8051, ex. 24 
o r 

 

Did you Know?? 
 

Starting this season, 
AYP Orchestras is the 
official youth orchestra 
in residence at George 
Mason University. 

OPENING CONCERT A SUCCESS 
 
On November 16, 2003 Luis Haza led the American Youth Philharmonic 
in their first concert of the season.  The concert, held at the Rachel M. 
Schlesinger Concert Hall and Arts Center in Alexandria, featured guest 
artist and world-renowned pianist Horacio Gutirrez in an inspirational  
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Thanks to SBC Telecommunications Inc.! 
 

AYP Orchestras is proud to receive SBC Telecommunications Inc. generous grant award. 
 

  
  

Executive Director Bette Gawinski (left) and Board President Bill Delphos 
(right) receive a check from SBC representative, Joanne Rashbaum. 

On August 26, 2003 AYP Orchestras received a check from the SBC Foundation for $16,000.  This grant 
supports upgraded office technology with computers, the addition of high-speed internet access, website 
expansion, and staff training to enhance musical outreach and improve staff efficiency. 

Your contribution helps the American Youth Philharmonic Orchestras give 330 of the area’s finest young musicians the opportunity to develop their skills 
and perform under the direction of outstanding conductors and coaches.  AYP Orchestras sponsors four ensembles:  American Youth Philharmonic®, 
American Youth Symphonic Orchestra, American Youth Concert Orchestra, and American Youth String Ensemble.  For more information call AYP 
Orchestras at 703-642-8051 or visit our website www.ayporchestras.org.  
Here is how your gift can help AYP Orchestras: 
 

   $  75   Pays for one coaching session 
   $ 125  Purchases music for Mozart’s Clarinet Concerto 
   $ 250  Rents a contrabassoon for one concert 
   $ 555  Underwrites tuition for one Concert Orchestra musician 
   $1700 Covers the cost of using a public school auditorium for a concert 

Contributors of $50 or more will be acknowledged in the concert programs.  All contributions are tax-deductible to the extent provided by law.  AYP  
Orchestras, incorporated as the Northern Virginia Youth Symphony Association, is a 501(c)(3) corporation under the Internal Revenue Code.                                                              

                                                             Please make checks payable to AYP Orchestras 
     □YES, I want to help support the young musicians of the American Youth Philharmonic Orchestras!   

Enclosed is my tax-deductible contribution of: 

   □$1,000  Benefactor □$250 Circle     □$50 Member 

   □$500 Supporter      □$100 Donor       □Other $___________ 
  ________________________________________________________________________ 
  Name 
  ________________________________________________________________________ 
  Address                                                                    City                          State        Zip 
  ___________________________                                            _______________________ 
  Daytime Phone                                                                          Evening Phone 
                
                 Please add me to the AYP Orchestras e-mail list: _________________________ 
                                                                                                     E-mail address 
                  My employer will match my gift. 
 
                 Please charge my gift of $_________ to          Visa            Mastercard 
 
  Card Number_______________________________________Expiration date_________ 

 
 

Signature_________________________________________________________________ 
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WELCOME CHERI COLLINS!!! 
An Inside Look at the New String Ensemble Director 

 
Energy.  If one word could be used to describe Cheri Collins, it would be energy.   
 
Spend just a few brief moments with this inspirational woman and you will immediately discover what our String 
Ensemble musicians experience at every rehearsal—the charged charisma and magnetic character of our new String 
Ensemble Director, Cheri Collins.  This fall, AYP Orchestras warmly welcomes Cheri and embraces the knowledge, 
experience, and inspiration she brings to us.   
 
As Director of the String Ensemble, Cheri is primarily responsible for guiding the musical lives of 64 young students, 
ages 7 to 13.  Though the thought of handling 64 youngsters all at once may sound like madness, to Cheri this is 
neither an impossible task nor a daunting challenge.  It is her passion.  “Students are fearless at this age.  Anything 
you ask [of them], they try.”  Their enthusiasm, uninhibited nature, and fresh approach to music, are what fuel and 
drive her raw and unbridled energy. 
 
Perhaps another reason why Cheri loves working with younger students (her friends have dubbed her the “kid-
magnet”), is her ability to relate to them.  As a child, Cheri described herself as a feisty, wriggling “pre-Ritalin” 
youngster who, when set before music, developed a precocious talent for concentration and focus.   
 
Born in Rochester, NY, where she began studies at the Eastman School of Music’s preparatory department at age six, 
Cheri quickly progressed on violin (much to the chagrin of her older sister who could not stand to listen to her 
practice).  In fifth grade she moved to Florida, and as a middle school student experienced difficulties adjusting to her 
new environment and connecting with other people.  It was a trying stage in her life but, as she described it, “music 
saved me.”  Now, as an adult she wants to give back the musical salvation she experienced as a youth, and impart 
that upon her young students.  “This is the time when students collect memories they carry for the rest of their lives.  I 
want to be there to help make those memories, to help students develop a love for music, and to be there for them 
when they most need it.  Music saved me when I was their age.”   
 
This passion for music helped Cheri advance incredibly in her violin studies.  Participating for years in youth 
orchestras as a child and teenager, she went on to complete her Bachelor’s degree in violin performance at the 
Manhattan School of Music where she studied with famed violinist and pedagogue Raphael Bronstein.  After 
graduation, she immediately won a position in the first violin section of the São Paulo Symphony in Brazil, being one of 
a select few Americans to participate in the orchestra.  Within two months of her arrival in São Paulo, she was asked 
to lead 48 violinists (aged 12 to 13) in a six-week summer music program where she developed and refined her 
teaching style.   
 
After two years in Brazil, Cheri moved back to the US where she won a position as first violinist in the Florida 
Orchestra and started a thriving Suzuki program of 32 young students.  A few years later, she moved to Northern 
Virginia to begin a successful career as a freelance artist.  Highlights of her freelancing career included performances 
with the American Chamber Orchestra, Baltimore Opera, and the National Symphony Orchestra.  She also performed 
as first violinist in the Canterbury String Quartet and as a recording artist for National Geographic’s Discovery series. 
 
However, it was her love for teaching and working with youth that ultimately drew Cheri to work for the Fairfax County 
Public schools, dedicating herself to teach orchestra at the middle school level.  Aside from her current position as 
Orchestra Director at Rocky Run Middle School, Cheri is also pursuing her Doctoral degree from George Mason 
University, teaching privately at the university level, and leading our String Ensemble. 
 
Though all these activities in combination may sound exhausting, Cheri finds the connections amongst them 
invigorating.  Like her teacher and mentor, Raphael Bronstein, Cheri believes in demanding musicality from her 
students regardless of their age or level of ability, whether they are in elementary or middle school or at the university 
level.  This confidence, faith, and trust in students, coupled with her impressive musical background and gift for 
connecting with students, made Cheri the winning candidate for the position of String Ensemble Director.  We warmly 
welcome her to AYP Orchestras and look forward to hearing the String Ensemble’s first performance on December 7th. 
 
Best of luck to you Cheri! 
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Sunday, November 16, 2003 
3:00 pm 

Rachel M. Schlesinger Concert Hall and Arts Center 
Reflections 

 
Sunday, December 7, 2003 

6:30 pm 
Fairfax High School 

Winter Magic 
 

Sunday, January 25, 2004 
3:00 pm 

George Mason University 
Vignettes 

 
Sunday, February 29, 2004 

3:00 pm 
Bishop Ireton High School 

Earthtones 

 
 
 
 
 

Sunday, March 7, 2004 
3:00 pm 

George Mason University 
Mosaics 

 
Sunday, April 18, 2004 

2:00 pm 
Fairfax Old Town Hall 

Chamber Ensemble Recital 
 

Sunday, May 16, 2004 
6:30 pm 

Fairfax High School 
Spring Fling 

 
Sunday, June 13, 2004 

6:00 pm 
George Mason University 

Symphony Spectacular 

For more information 
Visit us at www.ayporchestras.org 

 4026 Hummer Road  
 Annandale, Virginia 22003  
 (703) 642-8051  

Our Mission 
The American Youth Philharmonic Orchestras is a not-for-
profit organization whose purpose is to foster, promote, and 
increase the music knowledge and appreciation of the gen-
eral public, primarily by establishing, maintaining, and 
operating one or more symphony orchestras, concert groups 
and ensembles of young performers of instrumental music by 
organizing and presenting performances by such orchestras, 
groups and ensembles.  The Orchestras are dependent on the 
generosity and support of givers who share in its mission 
and purpose.   

Non Profit 
US Permit 

Merrifield,  No. 6467 
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