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AYPO Welcomes New Conductor

The American Youth Philharmonic Orchestras (AYPO) is pleased to welcome its new 
Conductor of the American Youth String Ensemble (AYSE), Laura Woollen Cahn. 
Mrs. Cahn is from Fairfax, Virginia, and earned a Bachelor of Music degree in Viola 

Performance from the Indiana University Jacobs School of Music, a Master of Music degree 
from Butler University, and a Master of Arts and Teaching degree in Instrumental Music 
from the University of Indianapolis. In 2007, Mrs. Cahn made her debut as the conductor 
of the New World Concert Orchestra in Indianapolis. She completed her student teaching 
at the American International School in Vienna, Austria and, after graduation, Mrs. Cahn 
accepted the position of Music Director at KIPP DC: AIM Academy in Washington D.C. (see 
end of article for complete biography).

“I love making music with young people and feel there are few greater experiences than 
playing in an orchestra,” said Cahn. “I am also an alumna of AYP and would like to share the 
unforgettable experience I had in my youth. Being the conductor of the String Ensemble will 
allow me to continue the excellent tradition this organization has established. I can’t wait to 
start next season with some exciting repertoire and talented musicians!”

Director Doug Wallace and the AYPO Percussion Ensemble traveled to Indianapolis, 
Indiana in March as invited performers for the Music For All National Festival.

“This is one of the most outstanding percussion ensembles that I have ever worked 
with,” said Wallace. “The most rewarding benefit of my position as Director is the opportunity 
I have to watch young, talented musicians discover the joy that comes from appreciating 
and executing complex music at the highest level possible. I am constantly amazed at their 
ability to perform college and conservatory level repertoire with such musical maturity and 
confidence.”

The Music for All National Festival is recognized as the epitome of scholastic instrumental 
music festivals in America. Music for All is one of the nation’s largest and most influential 
organizations advocating in support of music education. The Festival comprises the National 
Concert Band Festival, Sandy Feldstein National Percussion Festival, Middle School National 
Music Festival and three national honor ensembles: the Honor Band of America, the Jazz 

Percussion Ensemble Performs at National Festival

[“Conductor” continued on page 2]

[“Percussion” continued on page 3]

Selected by the 2011-2012 
Catalogue for Philanthropy as  
“one of the best small nonprofits 
in the Greater Washington region.”

Photo by Michelle Wallace
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 artistic staff
daniel spalding Music Director, American Youth Philharmonic Orchestras
carl j. bianchi Conductor, American Youth Symphonic Orchestra
j.d. anderson Conductor, American Youth Concert Orchestra
laura woollen cahn Conductor, American Youth String Ensemble
doug wallace Director, American Youth Percussion Ensemble
thomas cupples Assistant to the Music Director and AYP Brass Coach
tsuna sakamoto Assistant to the Conductor, American Youth Symphonic Orchestra
michael faulkner Strings Coordinator, American Youth Concert Orchestra

 administrative staff
jack walton Executive Director
krysta cihi General Manager
pamela daniels Assistant General Manager
michelle wallace Education & Outreach Manager, Vivace Editor
bethany thompson Operations Manager
tomas primeau Stage Manager 

“We are pleased to welcome Laura Woollen Cahn as the new 
conductor of AYSE,” said Margaret Adams, President of the AYPO 
Board of Directors. “The selection process was rigorous, demanding 
from the candidates a high level of musicianship and the skills to 
engage and teach young people. I am especially pleased that our 
clear choice, Mrs. Cahn, is an alumna of our program.”

The AYSE offers young strings musicians 
the fundamentals of ensemble playing as 
a gateway to orchestral performance. They 
learn the basic skills needed for ensemble 
playing, with a focus on the relationship 
between the various string parts, accurate 
rhythm and tempi, tone color, and orchestral 
procedure.

“The AYSE lays the foundation for the 
future of the American Youth Philharmonic 
Orchestras,” said Music Director Daniel 
Spalding. “So, the AYSE Conductor is 
an extremely important position in our 
organization and I’m excited to have Laura on 
our staff. Her background as a professional 
performer and as an accomplished teacher, 
including extensive work in Suzuki, and her 
extraordinary work with the New World 
Youth Orchestra in Indianapolis give me 
every confidence that she will quickly be 
leading the AYSE to new musical heights.”

Laura Woollen Cahn grew up in Fairfax, 
Virginia and earned a Bachelor of Music 
degree in Viola Performance from the Indiana University Jacobs 
School of Music. She studied with esteemed pedagogue, Mimi Zweig 
and renowned performer, Atar Arad. During her years at IU, Mrs. 
Cahn worked as a violin instructor for the Indiana University String 
Academy. In the summer months Mrs. Cahn attended the Indiana 
University Summer Music Festival, the National Orchestral Institute 
at University of Maryland, the Masters de Pontlevoy in Pontlevoy, 
France and the American Institute of Musical Studies in Graz, 

Austria. After her residence in Bloomington, Mrs. Cahn attended 
Butler University on a full scholarship where she earned a Master 
of Music degree in Viola Performance and joined the faculty of the 
Indianapolis Academy of Music. She served on faculty as a violin 
and viola instructor for the Indianapolis Academy of Music for six 
years. During her time with the IAM, Mrs. Cahn initiated the viola 

program, became the outreach coordinator 
and developed the IAM Youth Fellowship 
Program. In 2006, she was invited to present 
an educator session at the Indiana Music 
Educators Association (IMEA) convention 
entitled “Group Class. What’s the Point?”

In 2007, Mrs. Cahn made her debut as 
the conductor of the New World Concert 
Orchestra. Under her direction, the Concert 
Orchestra performed at the IMEA Convention 
in 2009 and performed at various locations 
in Indianapolis including the Indianapolis 
Children’s Museum, Indiana Historical 
Society, and the Hilbert Circle Theatre. Her 
increasing interest and talent in the field of 
music education led Mrs. Cahn to pursue 
a Master of Arts and Teaching degree in 
Instrumental Music from the University 
of Indianapolis that she earned in 2009. 
She completed her student teaching at the 
American International School in Vienna, 
Austria under Bonnie Reinitzer. After 
graduation, Mrs. Cahn accepted the position 

of Music Director at KIPP DC: AIM Academy in Washington D.C. 
Mrs. Cahn has served on the staff of the Colorado Suzuki Institute in 
Beaver Creek, Colorado since 2009 and will return in June 2012. She 
was a member of the American Youth Philharmonic from 1996-2000 
and is very excited to return to the organization as the Conductor 
of the American Youth String Ensemble for the 2012-2013 season. 
Mrs. Cahn lives in Alexandria, Virginia with her husband and son 
with whom she enjoys spending her free time.

American Youth Philharmonic Orchestras 
is proud to be part of the Catalogue for 
Philanthropy: Greater Washington. Each 
year some 250 organizations apply to be 
featured and undergo a rigorous vetting 
process. This year a panel of 100 expert 
reviewers from area foundations, corporate 
giving programs, giving circles, and peer 
nonprofits participated in the process, and 
this year’s 70 nonprofits were selected. All 
350 organizations (including ours!) can be 
viewed online at the Catalogue’s website, 
www.cfp-dc.org, where donations can also 
be made.

According to Barbara Harman, President 
and Editor of the Catalogue for 
Philanthropy  of Greater Washington, “We 
know that many nonprofits have had a very 
difficult year. For most, contributions are 
flat or down, and the decrease or loss of 

foundation and government funding has 
created significant budgetary challenges. 
Individual donors can make a real difference 
this year, keeping great organizations afloat 
during these tough times.”

American Youth Philharmonic Orchestras 
has been part of the Catalogue family since 
2007. The Catalogue has enabled us to 
reach out to individuals in the region who 
would otherwise not hear our story. The 
Catalogue also provides us with a stamp 
of approval, and donors tell us that they 
appreciate the good housekeeping seal 
that the Catalogue provides.

Since its inception in 2003, the Catalogue 
has helped raise over $12.5 million dollars 
for local non-profit organizations. You can 
request a catalogue online for free. Special 
features of the website include a gift 

registry, gift cards, a section especially for 
kids, and even a “donate now/decide later” 
fund that lets donors give in December 
and make their choices in January. Links 
on nonprofit profile pages connect donors 
with volunteer opportunities, events, news, 
videos, and more. According to Harman, 
“the new Catalogue website is the broadest 
and deepest regional philanthropy website 
in the country.” We’re proud to be featured 
on it.

American Youth Philharmonic Orchestras is 
also proud to be called “one of the best,” 
and we hope you’ll view our profile online 
at cfp-dc.org (then search us by name) and 
help spread the word about the Catalogue 
so that together we can deepen the culture 
of giving in our nation’s capital.

AYPO Selected as “One of the Best” by Catalogue for Philanthropy of Greater Washington

Band of America and the Honor Orchestra of America. Twenty-six 
high school and middle school ensembles from across the nation 
were selected by recorded audition to perform in concert at the 
Festival, be evaluated by master music educators and participate 
in master classes and special events. Invited concert bands 
and percussion 
ensembles for 
the 2012 Festival 
came from 
Arizona, California, 
C o l o r a d o , 
Florida, Georgia, 
Illinois, Kentucky, 
New Jersey, 
P e n n s y l v a n i a , 
South Carolina, 
Texas, Virginia and 
Washington.

“I’m extremely 
proud of Doug 
Wallace and what 
he has done for 
the percussion 
program at AYPO,” 
said Music Director 
Daniel Spalding. 
“The Percussion 
Ensemble is 
performing not 
just at the collegiate level but I’d say at elite conservatory or 
professional level. Their recent performance at the Music for All 
National Festival in Indianapolis amazed the audience with their 
professionalism and musicianship.”

The American Youth Percussion Ensemble is composed of 
musicians from the American Youth Philharmonic, American Youth 
Symphonic Orchestra, and American Youth Concert Orchestra. 
Percussionists audition every year, along with all other aspiring 
musicians, for a spot in the competitive program. They perform with 

the three orchestras 
throughout the 
season in addition 
to a Percussion 
Ensemble Concert 
every spring.

“This is my son’s first 
year as a member 
of the Percussion 
Ensemble and I 
have been floored 
by the group’s 
superior level 
of musicianship 
and dedication 
to excellence,” 
said Joel Malina. 
“[The Festival] 
was an incredible 
opportunity for 
the students. Being 
surrounded by 
talented peers from 
around the country, 

each with a shared passion for music, was a wonderful experience 
for my son and for the entire Ensemble.”

[“Percussion” continued from page 1]

Photo by Tim Hoechst

Photo by Chun Dong

[“Conductor” continued from page 1]
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alden theater young soloist recital series
• Aiden Kane (AYP, violin)
• Sean Lim (AYCO, violin)
• Mabelle Young-eun Park (AYSE, violin)
• Luke Ratcliffe (AYP, piano)
• Abigail Tucker (AYSO, violin)

american fine arts festival
• Gabrielle Li (AYSE, cello) - International Concerto 
Competition
• Sean Yongjoo Lim (AYCO, violin) - Golden Strings of 
America and International Concerto Competition
• Mabelle Young-eun Park (AYSE, violin)

fso feuer memorial string competition
• Jackie Lin (AYP, violin)
• Patrick Miller (AYP, viola)
• Arman Nasrinpay (AYP, violin)
• Fedor Ouspensky (AYP, violin) won 1st place
• Cory Rivera (AYP, violin) won 3rd place
• Daniel Tavani (AYP, cello)
• Abigail Tucker (AYSO, violin)

fmmc high school strings competition
• Jungwook Choo (AYP, cello) tied for 3rd place
• Aiden Kane (AYP, violin) tied for 2nd place
• Daniel Tavani (AYP, cello) won 1st place

lions club music scholarship competition
• Luke Ratcliffe (AYP, piano) won 1st place at the club 
level and 2nd place at the district level
• Shannon Smith (AYP, viola) won 1st place in 
Springfield
• Olivia Staton (AYP, Principal flute) won 1st place in 
Annandale

mtna competition
• Brian Hong (AYP, violin) won Senior Strings 
competition in the Southern Division and won 1st 
place in the Senior Strings Category ($2000) at the 
National MTNA competition in New York City in March
• Mabelle Young-eun Park (AYSE, violin) won Junior 
Strings at State Level and Alternate in Southern Div.

nso youth fellowship program
• Aiden Kane (AYP, violin)
• Jackie Lin (AYP, violin)
• Jessica Lyons (AYP, violin)
• Katelyn Lyons (AYP, violin)
• Amy Miller (AYP, cello)
• Chiara Sanchez-O’Brien (AYP, viola)
• Abigail Tucker (AYSO, violin)
• Kit Zimmerman (AYP,violin)

nvmta strings competition
• Emily Kassab (AYSE, violin) won 2nd in Upper 
Strings Elementary Division
• John Kirchenbauer (AYP, violin) won 1st in Upper 
Strings Senior Division
• Gabrielle Li (AYSE, cello) won 1st in Elem. Division
• Sarah Slate (AYCO, violin) won 1st in Elem. Division

nvmta concerto competition
• Jordan Bartel (AYCO, violin) won 2nd in 
Intermediate Division
• Helen Jung (AYP, violin) won 3rd in Senior Division
• Gabrielle Li (AYSE, cello) won 1st in Elem. Division
• Joyce Liu (AYSE, violin) won 3rd in Elem. Division
• Mabelle Young-eun Park (AYSE, violin) won 1st in 
Intermediate Division
• Sarah Slate (AYCO, violin) won 2nd in Elem. Div.
• Shannon Smith (AYP, viola) won 2nd in Low Strings, 
Senior Division

u.s. army orchestra young artist competition
• Jungwook Choo (AYP, cello) won 1st place
• Aiden Kane (AYP, violin) won 2nd place
• Shannon Smith (AYP, viola) won Honorable Mention
• Olivia Staton (AYP, flute) was a finalist
• Daniel Tavani (AYP, cello) tied for 3rd place

wpas feder memorial string competition
• Jungwook Choo (AYP, cello) won 1st place in 
advanced cello/bass division
• Aiden Kane (AYP, violin) won 2nd place in the 
advanced violin/viola division and the Woman’s 
Committee Award Scholarship
• Gabrielle Li (AYSE, cello) won 3rd place
• Mabelle Young-eun Park (AYSE, violin) won 2nd place 
in the Intermediate violin/viola division

other news
• Juliette Arnold (AYP, bassoon) accepted into 
Interlochen High School Instr. Institute,  Adv. Bassoon
• Lawry Boyer (AYSE, cello) won Merit Scholarship for 
Interlochen Arts Camp
• Chloe Falkenheim (AYSO, flute) won 1st place in high 
school division of the Richmond Flute Fest
• Aiden Kane (AYP, violin) won 1st place at Frederick 
Symphony Orchestra Young Artist Competition and 
performed solo with the orchestra in March 2012. 
She also performed an exciting duet rendition of the 
National Anthem at the Washington Nationals baseball 
game on September 8, 2011 in front of a crowd of more 
than 21,000 fans
• Nick Kemp (AYP, trombone) is in Brass of Peace
• Eric Juneau (AYSO, oboe) won 1st place in the NVMTA 
Piano Concerto Festival playing “Rhapsody in Blue”
• Gabrielle Li (AYSE, cello) won 2nd in NVMTA Piano 
Concerto Competition
• Sean Lim (AYCO, violin) won 1st place in division V12b 
of the MSMTA/ASTA Spring Solo Festival
• Geoffrey Manyin (AYP, cello) traveled to St. 
Petersburg, Russia in July 2011 with the Chesapeake 
Youth Symphony Orchestra and played a side-by-side 
concert with St. Petersburg Symphony. He was also 
soloist in side-by-side concert with BSO in Dec. 2011
• Patrick Miller (AYP, viola) was in the National High 
School Honors Orchestra
• Julia Morris (AYP, flute) member of Flutopia Wind 
Ensemble for four years and performed at Carnegie 
Hall. She is also a student member of FMMC.
• Fedor Ouspensky (AYP, violin) won a position to 
play under Maestro Maazel in 2012 Castleton Festival 
Orchestra series as one of the only high school students
• Mabelle Young-eun Park (AYSE, violin) won 1st place 
at the AADGT International Young Musicians Festival 
and performed at Carnegie Hall in March 2012. She also 
won 1st place in the division V11b of the MSMTA/ASTA 
Spring Solo Festival
• Olivia Pavco-Giaccia (AYP, cello) was selected as a 
semi-finalist in the 2011 Math, Science, and Technology 
Competition for Siemens Foundation
• Luke Ratcliffe (AYP, piano) won 1st place at the Levine 
School of Music Chamber Music Competition with his 
violin partner and performed their winning piece at the 
Kennedy Center Millennium Stage. He also won 2nd 
place in the Robert Spencer Concerto Competition
• Emma Rood (AYSE, harp) won 1st place at the 
American Harp Society Mid Atlantic Harp Festival in the 
Emerging Artists category
• Joseph Schefer (AYP, bass) won the Lafayette Jackson 
Memorial Scholarship
• Shannon Smith (AYP, viola) was in the National High 
School Honors Orchestra
• Daniel Tavani (AYP, cello) won 1st place at Landon 
Symphonette String Competition. He also won 1st place 
in the NSO Young Soloists’ Competition
• Turner Thornberry (AYP, bass trombone) 1st chair in 
National Jazz Workshop Winter Invitation Jazz Ensemble

all virginia orchestra & band
• Juliette Arnold (AYP, bassoon)
• Zola Bridges (AYP, bass)
• Michael Chen (AYP, trumpet)
• Michelle Chu (AYP, violin)
• Samantha Chu (AYSO, violin)
• Autumn Chuang (AYP, bassoon)
• David Chung (AYP, violin)
• Jack Colburn (AYSO, horn)
• Joe Cradler (AYP, horn)
• Cliff Crawford (AYP, percussion)
• Joe Dubas (AYP, trombone)
• Brian Fisher (AYSO, horn)
• Anu Goel (AYP, percussion)
• Laura Grems (AYP, percussion)
• Stacy Ham (AYP, violin)
• Emily Harmon (AYP, oboe)
• Emma Harris (AYSO, flute)
• Sae Hashimoto (AYP, percussion)
• Jessica Hiemstra (AYP, clarinet)
• Grant Hoechst (AYP, percussion)
• Stephanie Huard (AYSO, violin)
• Natalie Jefferson (AYP, flute)
• So Yeun Jeng (AYP, violin)
• Gwen Jeong (AYSO, bassoon)
• Andrew Jiang (AYP, viola)
• Helen Jung (AYP, violin)
• David Katahira (AYSO, violin)
• Nicholas Kemp (AYP, trombone)
• Alexia Kim (AYP, flute)
• Andrew Kim (AYP, oboe)
• Joy Kim (AYP, violin)
• Mike Kim (AYP, viola)
• Rachel Kim (AYP, violin)
• Ben Kwak (AYSO, violin)
• Mikey Lankenau (AYP, viola)
• Ellen Lee (AYSO, clarinet)
• Irene Lee (AYP, violin)
• Jackie Lin (AYP, violin)
• Andrew Logan (AYP, clarinet)
• Kat Lopes (AYSO, flute)
• Lawrence Luo (AYP, viola)
• Genevieve Mays (AYP, bass)
• Nathaniel McLean (AYP, violin)
• Charlie McManus (AYSO, percussion)
• Patrick Miller (AYP, viola)
• Susan Miller (AYSO, trombone)
• Julia Morris (AYP, flute)
• Nora Murphy (AYSO, bass)
• Matthew Norman (AYP, viola)
• Jinnie Park (AYSO, violin)
• James Peterson (AYP, bass)
• Scott Reid (AYP, horn)
• Michael Romans (AYP, violin)
• Eric Rothacker (AYP, bassoon)
• Emily Schell (AYSO, clarinet)
• Shannon Smith (AYP, viola)
• Lydia Sohn (AYP, cello)
• Ben St. Pierre (AYCO, tuba)
• Olivia Staton (AYP, flute)
• Kaylin Stigall (AYP, oboe)
• Kevin Thompson (AYSO, bass)
• Turner Thornberry (AYP, trombone)
• Alexis Ward (AYSO, bassoon)
• John Wogaman (AYSO, trumpet)
• Katja Yeager (AYP, viola)

Living in the World of Music by Pamela Daniels

Boston, Denver, San Francisco. These 
cities, among many others, contain 
my dream: to one day play for a 

professional orchestra. Ever since I was a 
junior in high school, I knew that I wanted 
to be a professional flutist, performing 
amidst 80 of my closest friends in an 
orchestra. The depth and history behind 
the music, the bond between colleagues 
that play together daily, and the beauty 
of the sounds produced, are only a few of 
the reasons why I want it so badly and am 
willing to work so unbelievably hard to get 
there; and absurd amounts of hard work 
are only a small part of what it takes.
The most important 
step in becoming 
a professional 
orchestral musician 
is your education. 
This began for 
me when I was in 
high school. My 
amazing teacher, 
Judy Lapple, pushed 
me to get myself 
out there and 
participate in as 
many competitions 
as I could. This developed a vital sense of 
confidence and taught the importance 
of stage presence early on. The other 
extremely important part of my high 
school growth was my time with AYP. Every 
single Monday evening, Maestro Luis Haza 
encouraged all of the members of the 
orchestra with challenging repertoire. He 
never gave up on us. Mr. Haza knew our 
strengths and weaknesses, and worked very 
hard to make sure we grew as individuals 
and as an ensemble. All of the lessons I 
learned in my youth remain critical in my 
daily work as a musician.
Getting into a top music school was the next 
step in my educational journey. However, 
deciding among Northwestern, Cincinnati, 
and Eastman is not the end game; I must 
find a teacher who will push me to work 
hard and really speak to my personal 
needs. For me, in my undergrad at Eastman 
School of Music, Bonnie Boyd did just that. 
She always pushed very hard and was 
open and straight forward about the work 
I needed to do, but was never rude about 
it. Bonnie knew there were many different 
routes one can take as a classical flutist 
and was open and helpful in whatever I 
desired. Most importantly, she molded my 
playing so that I sounded how I wanted to 
sound. She encouraged individuality and 
creativity in all of her students, rather than 
purely creating a mold of herself in us. This 
was exactly what I needed at that point in 

preparation for a career in the professional 
music world.
I made the decision to continue my 
education with a Master’s degree, and 
knew that I needed a school with an 
extremely strong orchestral program. The 
New England Conservatory (NEC) in Boston 
and my teacher, Elizabeth Rowe, did just 
that. It was the perfect balance from my 
time at Eastman. I gained experience 
during my two years at NEC by rehearsing 
and performing in the Philharmonia, and 
through orchestral training classes offered 
by members of the Boston Symphony. In 

order to be successful 
at future auditions, my 
lessons with Elizabeth 
Rowe focused almost 
solely on orchestral 
excerpts, orchestral 
repertoire I was 
performing at the time, 
and the exact methods 
she used to prepare for 
her auditions. Those 
two years led me to 
where I needed to be to 
start successfully taking 
auditions.

Audition… the word that terrifies 
so many orchestral musicians! To 
give you a general overview, as a 

flutist, there are typically between ten to 
fifteen positions open for auditions (in a 
good year). These range from orchestras 
like the Bangor Symphony Orchestra (that 
has maybe six concert series per year 
and pays around $100 per service for a 
total of around $4,000 for a year) to the 
Boston Symphony (full time, year round 
job, with a starting 
salary of around 
$140,000 per year). 
These auditions will 
have anywhere from 
80 – 400 people vying 
for that one position 
(I did, in fact, take an 
audition this year where I was up against 
around 400 other flutists!). Going into an 
audition being told you are #124, and it’s 
early in day two of three total preliminary 
round days, does not leave you with the 
greatest feeling in your stomach! The odds 
are not in your favor; in fact, at any given 
audition no more than about 15% of the 
people there are truly prepared at the 
level necessary to “win”. Something else to 
keep in mind, is that the flute happens to 
be a bit worse with the number of people 

auditioning than most other instruments. 
A favorite article of mine compared being 
in the orchestral audition circuit to the NFL 
draft: statistically speaking, those aspiring 
and working to be in the NFL actually have 
a much better chance of being drafted than 
orchestral musicians do to win an audition!
I have found that auditions are difficult 
because I never know who is sitting behind 
the screen. What are they looking for in 
their Principal flutist? Does this judge play 
the flute or understand the intricacies 
of my instrument? Every person has a 
different opinion about sound, articulation, 
style, vibrato, and musicality in general. If 
you are a creative, individualistic player, 
you will not be able to please everyone. 
All you can do is play your best, and always 
stick with how YOU play.
Naturally, the audition process is extremely 
stressful. What exactly qualifies as a 
“successful” audition? Different people 
have different answers to this question; 
to me, success comes from performing an 
audition at the level you expect of yourself. 
This is the most difficult task and often times 
leads to advancing past the preliminary, 
and even semi-final rounds, but not always! 
You never know what can happen in these 
high-pressure situations. Since it is such 
a personal experience, you have to have 
very tough skin, a strong belief in yourself 
and what you are doing, and an intensely 
analytical ear and mind when it comes 
to your own playing. Over the past three 
years, I have taken fifteen professional level 
orchestral auditions, nine of which I played 
at the level I felt my best, and advanced 
to the semi-final or final rounds in seven. 
I have truly never gone through anything 

harder, or more 
challenging, in my 
entire life, than those 
fifteen auditions. Even 
when I felt as though I 
had done everything I 
could, and performed 
to the best of my 
ability, being rejected 

at that level is extremely heartbreaking. I 
encourage anyone who has the drive, hard 
work ethic, and, most of all, the intense 
love for playing orchestral music, to try for 
this career path.
If you truly love what you do, then you pick 
yourself back up and try again, and again, 
and again until your day finally comes. 
My day was Monday, May 14, 2012. I am 
now the Principal flutist of the Cape Cod 
Symphony. I could not be more excited for 
this new chapter in my life. And I know it’s 
only the beginning…

“...statistically speaking, 
those aspiring and 
working to be in the NFL 
actually have a much 
better chance of being 
drafted than orchestral 
musicians do to win an 
audition!”

“...success comes from 
performing an audition 
at the level you expect 
of yourself.”

Names of Note: AYPO Member Accomplishments
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Yes, I want to help support AYPO’s young musicians!
Enclosed is my tax-deductible  
contribution of:

___$10,000 Maestro’s Circle 
___$5,000 Impresario 
___$2,500 Virtuoso 
___$1,000 Benefactor 
___$500 Patron 
___$250 Sponsor 
___$100 Contributor 
___$50 Member 
___Other $__________

___My employer will match my gift.

Make check payable to AYPO

The pie charts represent the breakdown 
of income and expenses for AYPO 
in the 2010-2011 fiscal year. AYPO 
received income from seven main 
sources and the expenses for the year 
were predominantly program related; 
93% of the AYPO’s expenditures went 
straight back to the four orchestras, 
chamber ensemble program, Music 
Buddies mentorship program, and 
other outreach activities. Thompson, 
Greenspon & Co., P.C. audited AYPO’s 
financials in the fall of 2011. The IRS 
form 990 is available upon request.

Support the American Youth Philharmonic Orchestras
Your contribution helps the American Youth Philharmonic Orchestras (AYPO) provide a wealth of musical opportunities to hundreds of 
young musicians throughout our region, from training under stellar artistic staff, to performing some of the finest orchestral repertoire ever 
written. For more information about our programs, please visit our website at www.aypo.org.

how your gift can help aypo:
$100 Pays for one sectional coaching session with a professional musician
$250 Gives 25 children free admission to an AYP concert
$500 Partially underwrites tuition scholarship for one musician
$1,500 Provides free private music lessons for three Music Buddies students

$2,500 Shared naming of one AYP concert

how to make a contribution:
 

Questions? Contact info@aypo.org or 703-642-8051 
Contributors will be acknowledged in the concert programs. American Youth Philharmonic 
Orchestras is a 501(c)(3) corporation under the Internal Revenue Code. All contributions are 
tax-deductible to the extent provided by law.

income expenses

Grants
9%

Tuition 
60%

Ticket
Sales 7%

Donations
12%

Interests and 
Dividends 2%

Advertising 5%
Fundraising 5%

Program 
Services 

69%

Artistic Staff
24%

General &
Administrative

7%

AYPO gratefully acknowledges the generosity of all of its donors. Listed below are those who pledged or contributed from July 1, 2011 
through May 1, 2012 or made a gift through the Fall 2010 United Way or Combined Federal Campaigns.

platinum ($10,000+)
Arts Council of Fairfax County 
National Endowment for the Arts 
Virginia Commission for the Arts

bronze ($2,500+)
The Dallas Morse Coors Foundation 
     for the Performing Arts 
Washington Forrest Foundation

leadership ($1,000+)
Burke & Herbert Bank 
Capital One Bank 
John Marshall Bank 
Target 
Violin House of Weaver

Individual Giving
maestro’s circle ($10,000+)

impresario ($5,000+)
Anonymous, Combined Federal  
     Campaign*

virtuoso ($2,500+)
Mr. and Mrs. William R. Richardson, Jr.
Mrs. Geraldine Sherwood

benefactor ($1,000+)
John and Margaret Adams
Tom and Katy Cupples
Ms. Pamela DeCandio
Mr. and Mrs. Tim Hoechst
Mr. Larry Lu
Dr. and Mrs. James Slack
Ms. Karen Sweet
Mr. and Mrs. James Walters

patron ($500+)
Mr. Filiberto Agusti
Ms. Linda Burke
Mr. Jae Min Chong
Mr. Rajni Goel
Mr. and Mrs. William S. Hong
Dr. and Mrs. Daniel C. Kim
Mr. Son Tae Kim and Ms. Soo Jin Kim
Mr. Gerald Mays
John and Barbara Wing
Drs. Jack Yeager and Pamela McInnes

sponsor ($250+)
A Fan of AYP 
Anonymous, United Way*
Mr. Michael Blakeslee
Mr. Jeffrey D. Burt and Ms. Xiaoping Yang
Jeanne and Jeff Carr
Mr. Johnny Chiu and Ms. Lien-Rung Kao 
Giant Food/ Stop & Shop, Inc.*
Kelly and Ted Grems
Drs. Mi and Shin Kang
Ms. Grace Kwong and Mr. Paulman Kwong
Mr. Choa-Chong Lee and Ms. Ynn-Yi Jou
Dr. Richard and Linda Moniuszko
Mr. Joseph Purvis
Ms. Patti Reid and Mr. Robert Reid
Mr. Stephen K. Ritter
 and Ms. Jacqueline Fernandez
Mr. Seth Salmon
Jonathan Scanlon
Mr. and Mrs. William Semple
Mr. Robert Sollinger

Government, Foundation, and Corporate Giving

contributor ($100+)
Mr. Paul Browning
Mr. and Mrs. Saul Carpio
Ms. Diane Clifford
Mr. Michael Colburn
Mr. Michael Crawford
Darcy and Suzanne Curran
Mr. Yi-Nong Ding
Mr. Hanchol Alvin Do and Mrs. Sun Y. Cho
Jim Frison
Mr. Bruce Ghofrany
 and Ms. Chikako Takahashi
Ms. Janyce Hedetniemi
Mr. Yun Eun Jang and Ms. Jae Kyung Lee
Mr. and Mrs. Martin Kane
Mr. and Mrs. Todd Kemp
Mr. Hyeon Gon Kim and Ms. Young Ju Kim
Mr. Jeremy Kurtz-Harris
Mr. James P. Lee
Mr. and Mrs. Jeongae and Yongbok Lee
Mr. Soung Lee
Mr. Tae Yong Lee
 and Ms. Kimberly Keon Lee
Mr. and Mrs. Tenzin Lhundup
Pam and Bruce Lowman
Ms. Melissa Martinez*
Dr. Pamela McInnes
Mr. and Mrs. Mitchell Orcutt
Mr. Thomas Pfeiffer 
Mr. Kenneth Poirier 
 and Ms. Barbara A. Kochanowski
Ms. Danna Reynolds
Mr. Samuel H. Talley
Ms. Virginia Wells
Ms. Viktoriya Wilson
Mr. George Zheng
United Health Group*

member ($50+)
Mr. and Mrs. Jae K. Ahn
Mr. Jae Young An and Ms. Jeong Won Park
Anonymous
Ms. Christine Bae
Mr. George Ball
Ms. Pauline Ruth Bartman
Ms. Sue-hsin Chen
Ms. Eun Ju Seo Chung
Mr. and Mrs. Edward Faggen
Mr. and Mrs. John Farris
Mr. and Mrs. Lee Heinsohn
Ms. Lynn Hoang
Mr. Min Hwang
Ms. Roshna Kapadia
Mr. and Mrs. Todd Kemp

Mr. Young Tae Kim
Ms. Eunsun Kim
Ms. Hye Yon Kim
Ms. Hyokyoung Kim
Ms. Mejung Kim
Mrs. Mi Hye Lee
Mr. Tie Luo and Mrs. Ching Hua
Ms. Yoshiko Mori
Mr. and Mrs. Roger Nucho
Mr. Yop Pak and Ms. Sung H. Pak
Mr. and Mrs. Jae H. Pok
Mr. and Mrs. Max Rosenberg
Mr. Russell Stacy
Mr. and Mrs. Jule Szabo
Torney and Sylvie Van Acker
Mr. and Mrs. Allen Williams

associate member
Mrs. Yeonmi Ahn
Mr. Henry Edquist
Mr. David Gootnick
 and Ms. Betty Ann Miller
Mr. Adrian Hendricks
Ms. Susan A. Kelly
Mr. Joook Kim
Ms. Kun Kim
Mr. and Mrs. David Kocher
Mr. and Mrs. Dennis Layendecker
J Frederick Mushinski
Ms. Mathann Purvis
Mr. and Mrs. William E. Richardson
Ms. Esther Schlobach
Mr. Philip Steinberg
Ms. Mary Stoddard
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Surratt
Mr. Ramadevi Thiagarajan

in-kind contributions
Foxes Music Company
Gensler

*2010 united way (8075) and 
2010 combined federal 
campaign (22502)
Anonymous, Combined Federal Campaign
Anonymous, United Way
Giant Food/ Stop & Shop, Inc. 
Ms. Melissa Martinez 
United Health Group
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first and last name:                                                                                                                                           

address:                                                                                                                                                               

city:                                                                                     state:                         zip:                                         

phone: (              )                                  e-mail address:                                                                           

please charge my gift of $                                               to (circle one):      visa     mastercard

card number:                                                                                 exp. date:                       /                           

3 digit code on back:                                     signature:                                                                       

Save a stamp! Donate online at www.aypo.org

• United Way (8075)
• Combined Federal Campaign (22502)
• Grocery Card Program

• Personal Check (payable to AYPO)
• Credit Card (www.aypo.org or 703-642-8051)
• Appreciated Securities
• In-Kind Contribution



Upcoming Events

Grand Finale
Sunday, June 3, 2012 at 3:00 p.m. 
Center for the Arts at George Mason University 
American Youth Symphonic Orchestra 
American Youth Philharmonic 
Guest Artist: AnnaMaria Mottola, piano 
Program: Gershwin Rhapsody in Blue

Hindemith Symphonic Metamorphosis
Mozart Overture to “The Abduction” from Seraglio
Bach arr. Stokowski Passacaglia and Fugue in C minor
Strauss “Dance of the Seven Veils” from Salome

Tickets: $14 Adult, $10 Senior (65+), $10 Student 
Free for all Music Teachers

Showcase Recital
Monday, June 4, 2012 at 7:30 p.m. 
Kilmer Middle School, Vienna, Virginia 
Music Buddies Mentorship Program 
Performances by mentors and their students 
Free Admission | Reception to Follow

w w w . a y p o . o r g

4026 Hummer Road
Annandale, VA  22003
703-642-8051 | info@aypo.org | www.aypo.org

our mission
To provide the highest quality musical 
experience that allows our students to 
grow as musicians and individuals, who 
then contribute to our nation’s cultural 
landscape, as they become future 
artistic and community leaders.

Vivace! 2011-2012 Concert Season
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A Glimpse Inside:
* AYPO Welcomes New Conductor

* Percussion Ensemble at National Festival

* Living in the World of Music

* AYPO Musicians’ Accomplishments

QR bar codeScan bar code 
using your smart 

phone to visit  
our website!
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